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Moſc Reverend Father in God, 


* 
* 
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|O BN 


Lord Archbiſhop of Tort. 


\ 
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May it pleaſe our Grace, 


TIF Hat your Grace vouch- 
ſafed to permit me to 


Wet your illu rious Name 
* A 2 be- 


Tb Dedication. 
before this Addreſs, is an 
additional Favour, which is 
only owing to your Gene- 
rous Temper. O&-- 
Lam at a Loſs, but would 
willingly find Words to ex- 
preſs my Gratitude, for the 
many and great Favours 
which your Grace has alrea- 
dy beſtowed upon me, and 
for that Generous Pro- 
miſe of yours, that you 
would ſtill continue to add 
to the Number of them, 1 
ſo be I rendered not my 
{elf unworthy. of them, by 
diſhonouring the Profeſſio 
which I made of the Chri 
ſtian Religion, in the Pre- 
ſence of your Grace, a 


—— 


of thoſe two illuſtrious Pe 


my Lord, honoured me {fo _ 


4 Foancenty. .. J.- 
In this, my Lord, your 


Grace follows the Principles 


of your Great and Exempla- 
ry Charity, and of that Zeal 
dlof yours which prompts you 
Ito aſſiſt and do good to all 


* 


Saviour. 5 
Theſe noble and glorious 


far as to be Witneſſes of me 


— — 2 4 


IT)be Deauation. +, 2 
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oY 

* 
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thoſe who are not aſhamed 

to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt 
crucified, and defire to fight al 
under the Banner of their 


Piſpoſitions of Mind, which 


ine ſo bright in your 


45.» 
* 


Grace, and adoragyour 
n | A 3 : EY Per- 


"3h The Dedication. 
Perſon, are ſo univerſally 
| known and applauded, that 
I ſhould tell the World no 
new thing, were I to yon 
duce a freſh Inſtance of em 
in my ſelf, who am, I own, 
too mean a Perſon, and too 
ſenſible of my own Inſuffi- 
ciency, to dare to attempt to 
run out in the Praiſes of ſo 
great and good a Prelate. 
At preſent it becomes me, 
My Lord, to make this ſo- 
lemn Promiſe unto your 
Grace, that as I am greatly 
indebted to your Bounty 
and Generoſity, ſo will ] 
endeavour by my whole Life 
and Converſation to anſwer 
your Expectations of m6 
J 


The Dedication. 
by fulfilling that Juſt, and 
withall Agreeable Conditi- 
on, which you were pleas d 
to lay upon me; I received 
it as impoſed upon me by 
my Saviour Chriſt, when your 
Grace, who is ſo worthy a 
Miniſter of Chriſt, and ſo 
bright a Pattern of all thoſe 
MI Chriſtian Virtues, which ad- 
dorn our Profeſſion, impoſed 
it 2 me ; and I carneſt- 
o- ly deſire your Grace, to do 
uri me the juſtice to believe and 
ry be perſwaded, that by the 
ty Grace of God, I entered in- 


\ 


| IF to this Church, with a full and 


iſeſſ entire Reſolution to practice 
ver all the Duties which the 
ne, Chriſtian Religion requires of 


2 —ͤ—ũ— 2 — — 2 — 


T) e Dedictaion. "1 
me; that I will endeayour, 
by a blameleſs and harmleſs 
ke 1 to Edify the 
Members of it; and make uſe 
of thoſe Talents, which 60 
has been pleaſed to bleſs me 
with, to the Advancement 
of my Saviour Kingdom. 
\ © - - This being the only De- 
ſign I propoſed to my Self, 
ita I embraced the Chriſti- 
An Religion, and publickly re- 
ceived the Holy Sacrament Of 
Baptiſin, J here again willing- 
ly and chearfully make a 
freſh Declaration of it to 
your Grace, that by that 
means it may be as publick 
as poſhible, 


— May 


I), Dedication. Wk 
"May the Great God and my 
rucified Saviour, ſo bleſs my 
Veak but Honeſt Endea- 
ours, that they may have 
ome influence upon my 
rethren the Jews, and help 
d free them from. thoſe Pre- 
dices, which they have ſo 
Ong entertained againſt m 
leſſed Saviour, and at — 
e the things that belong 
nto their Salvation. 
May God long preſerve 
our Grace a publick Bleſ- 
ng tothis Church and Na- 
gon ; may your bright Ex- 
ple encourage others, to 
K Fractiſe thoſe Chriſtian Vir- 
es and Graces, which adorn 
pour Illuſtrious Perſon, and 
are 


The Deditation. 
are preparing for you 
Crown of Glory in tt 
World to come. 

- Theſe are, and as I am i 
Duty bound, {hall ever 
the ardent Prayers of, 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


Your Grace's moſt Oblig'd 
and Devoted Humble 


Se;vant and God. ſor 
5 2 00 62 
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E whoſe Names are unde 
written, Merchants Tradi 
into. Barbary in Africa, d 
hate Certify all whom ie may Concer 
That We, each of Us, having formerly [iv' 
for ſeveral Years in thoſe Parts, did NE ! 
We do now, Perſonally know Jonah Be 
Jacob NXeres, who was Born in Saphia, a Sea 
-Port Town on that Coaſt. His Parents (b 
ing Hebrews) were reputed to be Honeſt an 
Sabſtantial People; who employed mucl 
Care in Educating this their Son Jonah ii 
the Jewiſh Religion, and no leſs Expence i 
Inſtructing him in the Hebrew, Arabic ani 
 Chaldean Tongues: He the ſaid Jonah liv' 
in that Country a profeſs d Jew, till the Ag 
of Five and Twenty or thereabouts, and al 
ways behaved himſelf Sober in his Conver 
ſation, and no leſs Juſt in his Dealing, 2 
ſome ofus have Experienc'd, having had oc 
caſion to Employ him on ſeveral Account: 
whereby, amongſt other Converſation, h 
had an opportunity of Diſcourſing with ſor 
of our Factory about Matters of Religion 
and ( as he now informs Us) was thereb 
poſſeſs'd with ſome Notion, That the Me 
k as was already come; whereby being uneaſi 
under ſuch a weighty Doubt, he came thenc 
for England about Eighteen Months ago, i 
order to acquire à full Satisfaction. Afte 
ſome time here, He applied himſelf to ſom 
of Us to recommend him to ſome Learne 
Divin 


4 I Fo — n 
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| 9 i 
ndervine for Information; whereupon he was 
adinÞt to the Reverend Dr. Alix, on whom 
„ dne of Us have ſince waited, who in 
eri Us a Character of the ſaid Janab, is the 
ſivcaſion of this Paper, which We do in all 
n, AApects believe to be true, and have a ve- 
Bel good Opinion of the Probity and Sinceri- 
Seal of the above-mentioned Jonab; and which 
(bee truſt upon his Examination he will prove 
and the Judgment of the Moſt Reverend the 
muctFchbiſhops, the Right Reverend the Biſhops, L. 
ah idle Reverend the Clergy, and all other Pi- So 
ice is Chriſtians, to whom We Recommend . 
- an@®D, Ce | | 67 
= | yp 
* Don at London, this Eight and Twentieth 2 
ad al ay of May, One Thouſand Seven Hundred 
nverÞ9. Nine. | 
8 © 
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Afte 
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W {ibs lhe, 
Samuel Robinſon, Val. Norton, 
John Lodington, Robert Col mare, 


Thomas Coleman. 


Theſe 


arnec 
Diving 


—_— 1 
_ 2 —— | — — . — — 
Si — 20 £ ; hu "%. 8 = 
© E Ie Eh *: 43 SAY SS” — | 
1 * 1 4 - Pe 7 . * * N 
„ „ WOT © IEG, n Fe" OE. 
- 13 * x * yp „ ; | [ 
— 4 . 8 7 
* F — 2 S 8 N X ' 
. Ry” 1 9 ö \ . 
* * - - 4 "Y 0 _ 7 a 
= 8 = - 
s : 
— 


— a — — ——— . 
* Ms; 2 9 = — * * 

' > SA T us, 1 
4 „„ 2 "bp 
| * * ä : Oy "INST Ty" 

= 5 . - 0 * p gn bs p 

— 
. 1 F - 


= Heſe are to Centify, Thie wa n le 
| /g ral Diſcourſes had with & afo 


| 22 8 255 


mentioned Jonab Ben Jacob Xer! 
I have found him very well acquainted wit 
the Holy Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, a 
all other Jewiſh (particularly the Talmud 
Learning; ſo that he was very ready, upc 
the Chief Objections the Fews make to tl 
Doctrine, Divinity, and Office of our Sa- 
our. But as he is endow'd with very goc 
Natural and Acquired Parts, I was the mo 
able to Satisfy and Convince him of tt 
Truth; fo that after having Examined | 
Scripture all the moſt Material Controverſie 
he hath freely declar'd to my Self, and þ 
other Friends his Deſire to Renounce tl 
Errors and Prejudices of his Education in tl 


Jewiſh Religion, and to Embrace and Profe 
the Chriſtian Faith. 


Witness my Hand this zoth Dey of 7 5 
£3 0C 62 | 
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Peter All. D. D. 
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afo 
Nerd. 
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TO THE 
mo 


A FEWS, &c. 


d | My Bzxerrxen 
erſte, 


11 Ez Shou'd not be a true Diſciple 


We ©) of my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, if I 


e Oi 


4, 


24 #7 
I. It ) | 
107 WM you, and an ardent Defire of 


js Croſs he pray'd for thoſe very Perſons 
f 7 ho had crucify'd him, Late xxni. 24. It is 


erefore m Duty, after his Example, to of- | 


rup my Prayers to God,' that, his A 
ing at length appeas'd, he wou'd pleaſe to 

), overt you. I chink my ſelf more parti- 
+ larly obliged to this Duty, becauſe du- 
ng the time I have conversd with you, 
hich has been above a Year, you have not 
ph been extreamly Civil, but have by all 
oſſible ways expreſs'd your Love and Aﬀecti- 
n for me. St. Paul, tho he had been cruel- 
Perſecuted and even Stoned by the Jews, 


5. goes ſo far as to wiſh himfelf Trea 
5 TR t as 
| 3 


DDRESS 


had not a tender Affection for 


procuring your Salvation. On 


et in his Epiſtle to the Romans ix. x, 21 


„ An Addzets to the JEWS. 


firſt News of my» Converſion, and to hea 


God.cannot but have the utmoſt, Indignat 


as Accurſt for the J/rxelites,- his Brethren ar 
Kindred according to the Fleſh. G. Wh 
Zeal and Concern for his Nation do tho 
Words expreſs? ſes ; 

I conjure you, by the Mercy of God, 
diveſt your ſelyes of th#ſe Prejudices ye 
may have conceived againſt me, upon tt 


with Patience and Impartiality, this Apol 
gy, whereby I ſhall Endeavour to juſtify m 
Proceedings to you, and to oblige you 1 
take into 2 ſerious Conſideration tho 
ſolid Reaſonings, the Conviction of hic 
of pr would pot ſuffer me to ni 
fiſt. And may God grant that your Min- 


may be diſpoſed to receive the I'ruth Wie 


F.preſent you, that ſo my Teal an 


Concern for you may not ſerve only to i! 


creaſe your Condemnation. . For you oug! 
to conlider, that to oppoſe the Light, 1s 
Mark of a very wicked Heart, and th 


on againſt ſuch a l emper. 
I am deſcended of a Family which | 
been, ſettled at Saphia, a Sea. port Town 
Barbary in Africa, ever ſince the Jews we 
driven out of Spain. And I was Born the! 
of a Father ſo Zealous for his Religion, th: 
being able to N the Charge of ſuch a 
Education, he deſignd ro make me a Rat 
bin. Accordingly I have been brought 

under the moſt Famous of our Doctors, ar 
tho” I have not yet been raiſed to that Di 
14 , oy _ 4. 


An Addzefs to che JEWS. 3 
1-anree, many of you have had the Opportu- 
Whaity, of knowing that I have apply'd my 
tho! x4 to Study, with ſome Diligence, and that 

have made no ſmall Progreſs, in all thoſe 
d, tharts of Learning which are e to 
s yqqualify a Perſon for that Honourable Title. 

n thi have been very well verſed in the Scri- 
heaſhtures from my earlieſt, Youth; And for ſeve- 
\polgjal Years have been ingaged in the Study 

y inf the Talmads, and of the Gemara, and I 
ou qm a ſufficient Maſter of that Learning, to 
thoſhaſs a true 1 upon it. I have for 
vhichs long time been diſturbed with ſeveral 
to r@ifficulties, and having had in my own 
Min@ountry Opportunitys of converſing with 
Which apiſts of Spain, and with Proteſtants of the 
aP hurch of England, I have been deſirous of 
to i Learning from both of 'em their Opinions, 
oughhyvith reſpect to thoſe Doubts which perplex- 

„ is id me. I have been twice in Spain, and three 

1 thi mes in Portugal, but the Inquiſition, underthe 
gnatffrotection of which I ha ve , was ſuch a 
Nethodof convincing and ſatisfying the Mind 
h haus I could never approve of. The Severity of 
wn hat Tribunal was, in my Mind, directly op- 

; werſolite to the Spirit of 17 and I cou'd 
theſot ſee but that thoſe ors allow as lit- 
„thaſe liberty of Examination to the Mind, as 
ich aur Rabbins, who require their Scholars to 

; Ralffay ſo Blind, but entire a reſpe& to their 
:hr Nord and Authority, as to believe their 
„ night Hand is their Left, if chey pleaſe 
at D affirm it. Common Senſe tells us that 
"+ of that 
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here meet with Satisfaction with reſpe& te 
Mind. And by the kind help of fome of x 


| have been pleaſed to do, by the Certificati 
5 been diricted to a Divine of this Church 
Attention to him, was, that having been al 


He with an Exhortation to uſe m. 
con Judgment, and to conſider ſeriouſ. 


is =” for nothing 
n the Profe ſſion of 
or to fix him immoveabli 
in ſuch a P ion, if he has had the Un 
happineſs of being bred in it. 
Tbe barbarous Proceedings of the Inqui 
ſition being ſo unſit to work upon my Mind 
I came over into Eugland, hoping I migh 


the great Difficulties which diſturbed m 


Friends, who have known me almoſt fre 
Infancy, 2nd who are able to give an Ac 
count of my Manners and Conduct, as the 


that is prefix'd to this Addreſs; I have 


from whom I have happily received a Reſo 
lution of thoſe Doubts, and an Explicatior 
of thoſe Difficultys, which for ſo many Year: 
had taken up my Mind. One Thing whicl 
in a very particular Manner engaged in 


ways offended with this Maxim of our Ma 
ſters, My Son have more regard to the Word 
of the Rabbins than to the Words of the Law 


the Force of thoſe Objections we make te 
anſwers. which he Propos'd. For this pur 
poſe he ſpent near four Hours, in convincin 
me of the Abſurdity of the pretended” Or: 


Law 
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Lem; which is fo much talked of by our 9 

of MNbbin, and confured thoſe Perſons who have' 73 
tbl ived our Nation of their Right of olng. 

UnSk diſcretionary Judgment in matters of Rei- 


gion, by talking of a Great Sevhedrin-which - 
r from Moſes, till the ſecond Deſtruftion of — 
jeruſalem, and by maintaining that the rwo 
W 4/m4ds contain the deciſions of that Aſſem - 
ly, to which we ought to ſubmit Blindly, 
is to the greateſt and moſt Divine Authori- 
$7 which was then in the World. His Con- 
Flaſion was, that even ſuppoſing ſuch a San. 

earin, which under the Judges and Kings 
Hid often authorize Idolatrous Worſhip, and 
Fondemn to Death the Prophets whom God 
ent to reform his People, The Chriſtian Re- 
gion which teaches, that Jeſus, who was 


\elofCrucify'd by the Sanhedrin, was the Meſſiah, 
der an receive Little or no Prejudice from their 
gar 


ondemnation of him; and that ir* is hut 
in inconſiderable Preſcription againſt Jeſws 
.brift, which can be drawn from his Con- 
iemnation by the Saxhedrin; Since if that 
MaJCourt, by Reaſon of their Malice and Cor- 
VordFruption, have paſt an unjuſt Sentence at one 
La#Sime, they may alſo do the ſame thing at 
- MKnother. F | 2 1 5 

oull But as this Preliminary Queſtion is of the 
ke tqgreateſt Moment, and becauſe moſt of the 
y MMArouments, which were alledged by the 
PYWDivine, I converſed withal, are ſtill freſh 
nein my Memory, I ſhall crave leave to fet down 
Or. ome of them, tliat by reflecting upon them 
Lavy B 3 trrioully 
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that the Oral or Unwritten 
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6 n JEWS, 

ſerionſly, you likewiſe may be convincec 
Oral $6, which you 
Maſters are wont to Boaſt of, is a/ mee 
Chimera of their own hatching, which hat! 
not the leaſt Foundation upon any thing 
that may be deduced from the Holy Sori 
ures, and that ſo the Holy Scriptures muſ 
come the ſole Rule and Standard of ou 

Faith. b 3 Pee 
Your Rabbins earneſtly, contend for the Un 


written Law, which, they ſay, God gaye't 


- 


* 


Moſes on Mount Sinai, at the ſame time h 
gave him the Written Law. This Law the 
retend was delivered by Word of Mouth t 
bus, that Joſhua taught it the Elders, the 
the Prophets, and the Prophets thoſe of th 
Great Synagogue after the| Captivity, an 
ſo on, till YJehada the Holy (leaſt, the 
Branch of the Law ſhould be forgotten: 
the Time when the People was Diſperſed : 
broad by the Romans into Divers Countries 
collected it into a Body, about one Hundre 
Years after the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; h. 
ving gathered all the Traditions he could 
ver meet with together, calling it the Ai 
na, or the Second Law. And that th 
ſhould be of equal Authority with the fir 
Written Law, is what they ſo ſtrenuouſ 
contend for, inſomuch that they don't ſtic 
to declare that the Written Law is very I 
perfect and Defective without it, as bei 
in many Parts of it ſo obſcure, that tis 
moſt Impoſſible to attain it's Meaning, b 


* — 
N 
N 
* "Is 


2 
by being - enlightened” 
This is what 


end by. the Oral Law 


inced . i 
y indintain,-as we find, in 


you 


mee R; Bahaje FA 5 fol. "777. RN, e. that is, | 


hath there is no other way of Explaining” the. 
hing Written Law, but by the Oral Law : So a- 
ScriJ gain in your p65 you have it thus, don't 
muſl you think that the Written Law is the Foun- 
Foul dation of our Religion, but believe rather 

Ithat tis Founded upon the Oral Law; for 


Un God made a Covenant with the Maelites ac- 


ve td cording to the Tenor of the Oral Law, as it 
ne hJis written in the 34th chap. of Exod. verſe 27, 
thel For after the Tenor of theſe Words, I have 
1th ti made a Covenant with thee and with Hael. 

thel Nay, and ſo ſtrangely are you prejudiced 
f thin favour of Traditions, that tho one of your 
Maſters contradicts another, yet muſt you 


„ an 


od away of proceeding, an abſolute Dominion o- 
\trie-Jver the Conſciences of their People, and in- 
ndrelduced you to believe whatſoever they think 
; + convenient to impoſe upon you. This makes 
1d Jyou regard the Karaize Jews (ho reject 
iſithe Oral Law ) as Hereticks, with whom 
t thou are forbid to have any Communion. 
e fir} But the Abſurdity of this Opinion will ea- 
101811 be made evident, 


t tig Fit, from the expreſs Words of Moſes; for | 


Iain Exodus * it is Recorded, that Moſes, upon 


7 
5 


thalnot queſtion the Verity of either of th m. 
ten Thus have they gained, by a Magiſt« al 
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Prople all the Words of the Lord and all the 
Jas ements ; and after that the People had 
ared how willing they were to ſubmit 
to all that the Lord had wre it follows, 
That Moſes Mrot; all the Words of the Lord; 
| the 12th verſe there is mention made 
of the Tables of Stone, a Law and Com- 
mandments which the Lord had Wirtten, and 
which Moſes was to teach the Chidren of I/ 
rael. Again in the 24. Book of Kings * tit 
faid, and the Statutes, and Qrdinances, and thi 
Lav and Commandment which God wrote for 
you ; where there is no Reſerve made for the 
unwritten Law. In another place you meet 
with God propoſing all the Temporal Bleſ 
fings this World affords to his Choſen People 
on condition + they will hearken to the voice 0) 
the Lord their God, to keep his Commandment! 
and Statutes, which are written in the Book 0 
the Law, Add to this an Obſervation by ne 
means to be paſſed by, and that is, that ii 
all the Sacred Pages there is not the leaf 
mention made of any unwritten Law; { 
that nothing that God required of Iſrael 
omitted in thoſe Writings which you have ti 
this day, or committed to the Truſt of Moſes 
or any other whatſcever; for the above 
cited Places are ſo full that they leave n 

room for any Conjectures of that kind. 
. Secondly, From the Covenant betwee 
God and his People, which was contain'd i 


1 ch. 24. ver. 4, * C. 17. v. 37. 7 Deut. Ce 20. V. 10. 


| 2 Boo 


te Book, as you 

wok the Book ile Covenant, and Yead in the 
ladience of the People; and tis plain, from 
zother Paſſage in Deuteronomy +, that this 
dyenant was not to affect the Jews then liv- 
g only,. but their Poſterity in like manner, 
om-· Is in the Reading of that Chapter you may 
andfparn. | . e 
N Thirdly, From the Perfection of the Law 
+ *tighy hich appears full and compleat from theſe 
4 thefords, * Now therefore hearken, O Iſrael, unto 
e forge Statutes, and unto the Judgments which I 
r the each you, for to do them, that ye may live, and 
meets and poſſeſs the Land which. the Lord God 
BleſSovr Fathers giveth you, ye ſhall not add to t 
opleſpord which * you, neither ſhall you 
ice offiiminiſh ought from it, that ye may keep the 
nent T ummandments of the Lord your God, which I 
ok ofommand you. So that thence it appears that 
» nqthe Oral Law contained in the Miſhna is alto- 
at infgether needleſs, of no Force or Obligation in 
leaſſſche leaſt. 
; { Fourthly, In the time of the Judges, and 
wander the Kings, more eſpecially when the 
ve t Ningdom was divided into two parts, vis. 
Mose dab and Iſrae!, both the Leaders and the 
boveEPcople fell into a general Corruption, inſo- 
e n@much as that both State and Church became 

alike polluted ; the one by Sedition and both 
weellby Idolatry : And who then, I pray, at that 
pd iitime of day was entruſted with the keeping 
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v. 10. 


ch. 24. v. 7. i ch. 29. v. 9, &c. * Deut. c. 4. v. 1, & 2. 
Bool | 
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of the Unyritten Law, whether it was Jadgh 
or Iſrael, we cannot find, after having made 
the niceſt Scrutiny imaginable. | 

_ Fifthly, When the Prophets upbraided the 
Houſe of Judah for their Tranſgreſſions, and 
the Children of 1/7ae/ for their Sins, they ne- 
ver in the leaſt tax either of them, Leaders 
or People, for their Contempt of the unwrit- 

ten Law; but only cry out againſt them moſt 
vehemently for their running counter to that 
Law which Moſes had delivered to them, and 
which was written with his own hand. 

Sixthly, The Book of Deuteronomy itſelf 
confounds that groſs Opinion of yours: For 
that Book is properly a Repetition of the Law 
of God which Moſes had aforetime given to 
Iſrael, and which he had commanded to be 
written by Moſes. In the Sabbatical year 
the Law was read to all the People; but we 
never meet with the leaſt tittle of theſe un- 
written Precepts, which as you imagine were 
propoſed to the People of Iſrael. 

You make a great buſtle indeed with your 
grand Sanhedrin, as if the Truſt of the Oral 
Law was lodged in that ſo famous an Aſſem 
bly of Men. But after all, that great Sau- 
hedrin is a mere fictitious Aſſembly : for if e- 
ver there was ſuch a Body as the Sanhedrin, 
which you earneſtly contend for, how can 
E anſwer for the Behaviour of thoſe great 

en who, for their publick and notorious 


Idolatry, were carried away, they and the 
People, into Captivity ? The Sanbedrin, s; 
ay, 
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fay, was made up of the chief of the Tribes. 
But could that poſhbly be, when the two 
Kingdoms were utter Enemies to each other, 
and had continual Wars betwixt them? when 
they condemned the Prophets, and publickly 
introduced Idolatry, in oppoſition to the true 
Worſhip eſtabliſhed at Jeruſalem ? 

All the Arguments which you alledge in 


vindication of this Opinion, turn upon ſome _ 


Paſſages of the Sacred Writings, which you 
wreſt miſerably, to anſwer your End and 
Purpoſe. I ſhall inſiſt upon one or two of 
them, and effectually expoſe the Weakneſs 
of your Reaſonings. 

The firſt you uſually inſiſt upon is taken 
out of Exodus, * Write thou theſe Words, Ty 5 
oe Man, Ki al pi hedavarim haelle, 
that is, For after the Tenour of theſe words I have 
made, &c. From whence you infer that the 
Oral Law is meant, becauſe God faith vy 
£72771 , al pe hadevarim, that is, in your 
way of Interpreting. it de ya IN, tors 
ſhebaal pe, to make a Covenant according to 
the Oral Law. Another place to the ſame 
purpoſe is in + Deaterowomy, Nn na y, 
al pe hatora. | | | 

But the firſt place is ſo far from eſtabliſhing 
the Authority of the Oral Law, that it proves 
the direct contrary : tor the he, which is 
twice repeated, and the dN elle reſtrains the 
Covenant to the words that are written, as 


— — —]M— — — — _—— —— 
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Ty ch, 34. v. 27. f Ch, J. v. 9, V, &c. 


any 
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any Novice will eaſily perceive, who has the 
feaſt ſmattering in the Original. And indeed 
Onkelos and Jonathan met with no ſuch thing 
in the Text, for they have tranſlated it after 
the Tenour, as it is in the Engliſh Tranſlation : 
For it muſt be confeſſed that the nv pe often 
redounds in the Hebrew, as appears, upon 
Examination, from many Paſſages of Scri- 
pture. e 


Nay, you your ſelves muſt confeſs that the 


Articles w y al pe, 185 kepe, and du lepe, ſig- 
nifie only according to, and never denote 
mouth. Add to this, that the Particle 15 47, 
for, ſhews the Reaſon why Moſes- was com- 
manded by God to write thoſe words, vir. 
For after the tenour of theſe words I have made 4 
Covenant with thee and with Iſrael, Whereas 
no Reaſon can be aſſigned why Moſes was to 
write them, if he had been to make the Co- 
venant- according to the Oral Law. As for 
that Paſſage in Deuteronomy, there ſeems not 


the leaſt Difficulty in it, this of Exodus being 


firſt explained. For the Levites, or the Judg 
that ſhould be in thoſe days, upon the Peoples 
ſeeking to em, were to ſhew em the Sen- 
tence of Judgment, as it was written in the 
Book of the Law, and they were obliged to 
abide by that Determination. | | 
Upon the Entrance into the Promiſed Land 

it was foretold the People of Vrael, that they 
ſhould have, in future time, a King ſet over 
them, as well as all the Nations round about 
them had; and that after he ſhould be fixt 
upon 
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thebpon the Throne he was enjoined to write a 
leed Copy of this Law in a Book, by which if he 
ningſteer'd the,courſe of his Life, he was to have 
ef ter preat Bleſſings to attend him; neither, as I 
ion: fan find, is there any Injunction laid upon 
ftenþim, or any other of the Jews, farther than 
pon ſhe Obſervance of the Written Law. 
Scri-] The next Paſſage you inſiſt upon to corro- 
- borate your Opinion, is taken out of Exodus, 
t the Aud 1 will give thee Tables, by which you 
ſig-· nderſtand the Ten Commandments, and 4 
note Law, that is, the Holy Books of Moſes, and 
ki, ommandments that is your Miſbna, or Tra- 
om. Hition: But ſeeing ſome of the more Judi- 
iz, Eious among you, reject that Explication, 
ade 4 11 ſay but a Word or two of it. It is plain, | 
.reasfhat God is ſaid there to have written all, &c. 
is tothe Two Tables, the Law, and the Com- 
Co. hnandments, as the word WR, Aſber, which 
s for ſs Relative, implies, To confirm this Con- 
not ſult, the Second Book of Nings, ch. 13. 37. 
cing here the ſame Expreſſion is made uſe of, 
[udg nd the Statutes, and the Ordinances, and the 
ples L and the Commandmentt N Aſher, which 
Gen. od wrote for you, ye ſhall obſerve to do, &c. 
| the] The many Fables your Rabbins have 
4 toſtrump d up in order to maintain the Oral Law, 
he various and endleſs Diſputes Which reign 
and Pong them concerning this Law, plainly 
they diſcover what an upſtart Buſineſs it is. Fam 
over informed, there never was ſuch a thing heard 
bout mong you, as the Aiſbna, Pill near five 
fixt hundred 


upon Cb. 24. 12. 
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hundred Years after the Deſtruction of Jer, 
ſalem; neither is it at this Day received un; 
nimoufly among you, for the Karaite Fer 
ever rejected it. | 95 
Io prove that the Talmud came in vogi 
ſince the Eſtabliſhment of the Mahometa 
Religion, is no hard Task, for it proves 
ſelf plainly by the Word Inael, which the 
give to the Followers of Mahoniet's Doctrin 
I have good reaſon to believe, that it di 
not arrive in Spain till the Ninth Century, : 
what time the major part of the Jews utter] 
rejected it, till in the Days of Alphonſus, Kin 
of Caſtile, it was received after this manne 
This Prince had a Phyſician who was a Jer 
That ſame Jew, who was a Talmudiſt, perſu: 
ded his Majeſty to ſpare the Lives of tho 
Jews who were then his Subjects, and had bee 
guilty of Sedition, and ſo Sentenced to Deatl 
rovided they would own and embrace tt 
Eau, whitkthey did in order to ſave the 
Lives. This happened at the end of the Twelſt 
Century, But it is to be obſerved, that 
very conſiderable part of the Jews, who a! 
ſpread in many parts of the World, difa} 
prove of and reject the Talmud to this ver 
day. | S 
But to conclude this Head, That the G 
mara (which is only a full Expoſition of tl 
Miſbna) is a plain Impoſition, is fo eaſie to | 
diſcovered, that there is no need I ſhou] 
ſpend many words about it. *'T1s true, it 
deed, the Rabbies mentioned in it are ri 
| | preſente 
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Jerireſented as very ancient, and as Men that 
1 unqved many hundred years before it was 
Jenpmpiled; for the Compilers of it had juſt 
pd much Senſe as to mention thoſe Rabbies 
voguf ho had liv'd many Ages before them, as 
netaſhe Authors of what they were pleaſed to 
ves Hvance. And the reaſon of this their Beha- 
1 thefiour was, Firſt, to aveid the Perſecutions, 
trinhich they juſtly feared, from the Chriſtians 
it dignd Mahometans, who, in ſeveral places 
ry, ahbe Gemara, were ſeverely treated and re- 
tterlflected upon. Secondly, to give their People 
Kin underftand that the Karaite Jews were 
inneſhere Innovators in the Jewiſh Religion. 
a Jen By ſuch Arguments as theſe I was con- 
erſuaſinced of the great Error I long laboured un- 
thoſſer, and I with they may have the ſame ef- 
beeſct upon your Minds. | 


heath I was extreamely pleaſed with three Parti- 
ce thfulars in the method the Divine took, and 


 theifly which I was thoroughly convinced of his 
welftincerity. Firſt, a third Perſon, who aſſiſt- 
hat d at our Conferences, gave me, the next 
10 arfſay after every Converſation we had toge- 
diſapſher, during almoſt three months, a ſhort 
; verſKecapitulation of what had been ſaid on both 
des, that ſo I might carefully enquire whe- 
er I was fully ſatisfied with his Anſwers, 
d propoſe afreſh thoſe Difficulties which 
ere not cleared up. | 
Secondly, According to his Promiſe, he 
ade uſe of no Argument inthe Diſpute, bur 
ccording to the Original, explained by the 
Abe parallel 
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por places where the fame Subject i 
ndled. | A” 
Thirdly, He' offer'd to ſupply me with al 
Jewiſh Books , ſuch as the Talmads „th 
Ancient Midraschim, the Jewiſh Commen 
raries on 1 ys and principally tho 
which treat of- the Controverſy with th 
Chriſtians; ſuch as the Chiſſouk Emoun 
and Abarbazel who is moſt Eſteemed by ou 
Nation. And, before our Converfation be 
gan, he lent me ſuch as I defired to conſul 
After this, he ea ſiſy convinced me that I ougt 
to Read the New Teſtament which is th 
only Rule of the Chriſttan Faith; and, th: 
I might Read it with the greater Eaſe, | 
gave me a Verſion of it in Hebrew.” 
I apply'd my ſelf cloſely to the Reading 
the Goſpel, and have found the followin 
Effects of it. | 
I. I underſtood the Plan of the Chrift 
an Religion better than J had done, fro! 
what I had heard of it in my own Country, 
II. Hereupon I found my felf in a muc 
fairer Way to receive Satisfaction, with r 
ſpe to my Difficulties, than I had been b 
oe. | 
III. Hereby I found an exact Confotm 
ty between the Books of Moſes and of tl 
Prophets, and thoſe of the New Teſtamer 
tho* your Doctors, prepoſſeſt as they a 
with Prejudices, do all they can to ma 
them contradict one another 


\ 
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ect I earneſtly wiſh you would read thoſe 
ect Boks as I have done; for I doubt not but 
„ Inu would then ſee with Admiration, that 
th aſſus Chriſt, during his Miniſtry, was taken 
+ thy in the following Affairs: 14S 
aten Iſt. In Reforming the Corruptions which 
thoffre crept in among our Fathers, with re- 
h tha to ſeveral parts of that Moral Doctrine 
uach God had preſcribed by Moſes ; of 
aich Corruptions ſeveral are at this time 
* nd in your Talmud Authors by your 
nul tors. And this he could not do without 
o=8"Fring up the Fury of thoſe Perſons, on 
om he charged thoſe Corruptions ſo home. 
d this was certainly the principal Cauſe of 
Death: For he tells them plainly enough 
at they knew he was the Meſſiah ; but that 
y were afraid they ſhould loſe their own 
Py. if they ſubmitted unto his, Mat. 
x .a#- 33, Oc. s . 
REM 2dly, In eſtabliſhing ſuch pure and perfect 
4 he Þles of Morality and Piety, as above all 
we: 90 hers are fitted to raiſe human Nature to 
-h ref higheſt degree of Perfection. 
n bel dy, In teaching the Jews the true Senſe 
ſome Prophecies reſpecting the Meſſiah ; 
which they had not given ſufficient At- 
notion, | 
4thly, You would find, That in his Diſ- 
urſes he had interwoven ſeveral illuſtrious 
Tt ophecies concerning thoſe things he came 
ſuffer from the Jews ; concerning what 
ould happen to his Diſciples ; Ns 
C the 
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he Fate of the Jews who ſhould crucih 
him; concerning the falſe Meſhas's, whi 
| ſhould abuſe the Credulity of our Nation 
concerning thoſe things which after his Deat| 
ſhould befal his Church, which his Diſc 
ples ſhould form; concerning the Perſec 

tions it was to ſuffer, and its prodigious I 

creaſe unto that Greatneſs in which you ſe 
it now appear. 

Can you read ſuch Relations without bt 
ing moved thereby ; and without concludin 
that ſince the Chriſtian Religion was oppe 
ſed for ſeveral Ages, both by the Fews and þ 
the Heathens, there is no more room 
doubt of the Miracles which were wroug 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, than of thoſe « 
Moſes, and of the Prophets that came aft 
him? 

Whatſoever your Talmudiſt Doctors hai 
objected againſt the Miracles of Chriſt an 
of his Apoſtles, is frivolous Cavil, and m 
with equal Eaſe be turned by an Heathen | 
gainſt Moſes. 

It is true, that the Diſciples of Chriſt d 
teach, that thoſe who believed on him we 
no longer ſubje& to the Ceremonial Lay 
which Moſes inſtituted by God's Commi 
ſion. But then let it be confidered, 

J. That it is certain, Jefus Chriſt was! 
along a ſtrict. Obſerver of that Law, no 
withltanding that the Phariſees accuſed hi 


of having violated the Sabbath, by curing 
Man on that day. 


hen they pribliſhed the Revocation of the 
remonial Law, acted with great Modera- 
ion and Indulgence towards our Fathers. 
St. Paul himſelt offered ag Offering by way 
ff Satisfaction, to a Vow of a Nazarite, 
yhich he had made. 4 
But, III. The Divine Miracles by which 
Ihe Miniſtry of the Apoſtles was confirmed, 
re an unanſwerable Proof that the Revoca- 
ion of the Ceremonial Law was made by 
he Authority of the ſame God, who had 
ven both to Moſes, and to them the Gift 
t Prophecy. | 
IV. If it be true, as I ſhall prove hereafter, 
at Moſes foretold, that the Meſſiah ſhould 
e a Law-giver like himfelf, whom they 
Would be bound to obey, under the Penalty 
ff the Curſe of God; and if it be alſo true, 
hat Jeſus is the Meſſiah, whoſe Reli- 
ion, according to the Promiſe given to A- 
rabam, was to make all Nations bleſſed, St. 


| an 
en 


* nonies, which were a Wall of Partition be- 
La en the Jews and Gentiles, were to be abo- 
mill hed. The ſame Apoſtle does alſo inter, 
hat the Ceremonial Law was to be in force 
lo longer than unto the Deſtruction of your 
econd Temple. You your ſelves are ſenſi- 
le that your Civil Conſtitution was irreco- 
erably overturned when the Temple was 
ull'd down, according to Daniel's Prophe- 
II. V. cb. 9. and ſince vou your ſelves.have 

88 been 
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al did then juſtly conclude, that the Cere- 
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IT. It isalſocertain, that the Apoſtles; even 
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been ſcatter'd amongſt all Nations, being b 
niſh'd from your own Land, your Cerem 
nial Law, which obliged you only in Juda 
as Moſes himſelf expreſly tells you in ſeve 
places, muſt alſo fall of courſe. Daniel faſt: 
during the Feaſt df the Paſſover, which v 
forbidden in the Law ; but he look d upc 
that Prohibition as not extending to thc 
who were Captives in Chatdea. He obſe 
ved religiouſly the Moral Laws, which a 
of an eternal Obligation, and which cc 
cern all Men; but he did not obey the C 
remonial Commands, becauſe they did n 
ſo much as oblige the Jews out of Juda 
when the Temple was deſtroy'd. Nor « 
we find that God ever deſigned to ſubje 
any other Nation beſides the Jews 
obſerve thoſe Laws. They were © 
ly given to diſtinguiſh the Jewiſh Natit 
from all others: And the end of that diſt 
dion was that the Meſſiah might be kno 
among them. For this Reaſon it was nec 
ſary, that the Tribes and the Families in ea 
Tribe ſhould be diſtinguiſh'd. Now it is 
natural Conſequence from hence, that wh 
the Meſſiah was once come, all thoſe Diſt 
ctions were to ceaſe, as Scaffolds are tak 
down when a Building is finiſh'd. 
Indeed I donot wonder that your R: 
bins have perſwaded you, that your Ce 
monial Law, which commands Sacrific 
and the diſtinction of Meats, and whi 
appoints certain Feaſts, is of an eternal C 
| ligath 


ing b gation, for this was the Opinion of the 
erem eateſt part of the Jews before the Deſtru- 
Judalion of the ſecond Temple, nay even of thoſe 
ſeverfry Perſons afterwards who could not reſiſt 
faſihe Evidence of the Goſpel, but profeſt them- 
ch wil ves Chriſtians. - 
und Your Rabbins have always adher'd cloſely 
| theft this Notion ; and they wait for the ap- 
obſe$arance of Elias with the Meſſiah, expect- 
ch ag be will diſtinguiſh the Prieſts, who are 
1 cobw unknown, and confounded among the 
je Cit of the Nation, of which not ſo much as 
id n@Þ< Tribe is known. 
Jude But do not they know, 
or J!. That Circumciſion was only a Mark 
ſabje} diſtinguiſh the Poſterity of Jacob, of 
/ (om the Meſſiah was to be born? 
2. That the Sacrifices were only a Repre- 
Natichtation of what the Sinner deſerved, pre- 
digiFibed to him to lead him to Repentance ? 
-nowd 3. That the Laws which reſpect the di- 
necchuction of Meats and of Days, cou'd con- 
in eadrn only the Jewiſh Nation; and therefore 
it js Es to ceaſe upon the appearance of the Meſ- 
 wh#Þb, who brought Salvation to all Nati- 
Diſtiſfs? 

take} 1s it not certain that the Talmudiſts con- 

$ their ignorance of many of the Beaſts 

Rad Birds, of the Trees and precious Stones 
. Cerntion'd in the Law; ſo that they are for- 
rificey9 to gueſs, and give general Marks to di- 
whichnguiſh them, ſince they know neither their 
al Ofmes, nor their different Species, 75 
zation = C 3 The 
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The Jews in China can't obſerve the 82 
bath at the ſame time with thoſe in Jud. 
nor the Jews of Saphia at the ſame time wi 
thoſe in China. God had appointed for | 
Paſſover a Lamb which was adored by t 
Egyptians but now. when there are 
where any Egyptians who worſhip Lam 
ot what uſe is it to ſacrifice that Cre 
ture ? | | 


But have they never read 1. What Gt 
ſays by David, Pſal. L. concerning Sacr 
ces, v. 8, 9. I will not reprove thee fo thy 
crifices—— I will take no Buliock out of 
houſe———&c. And will they never confic 
what Jeremiah ſays, Ch. XXXI. 31, 32. 
will make a new Covenant, &c. not accordi 
to the Covenant made at Sin. The dif 
rent Sentiments of their Commentators cc 
cerning this place ſhow, that they are c 
preſt by its Authority. If you read the E 
{tle St. Paul wrote to the Hebrews of his tir 
you'll ſee that he ſhows clearly, and dem- 
ſtrates invincibly, that the Meſſiab was to 
a Prieſt for ever, after the order of Melchiſed: 
and that therefore the ancient Prieſt-hc 
which was in the Tribe of Levi, was to b 
boliſht : That the Meſſiah, who was of 
Tribe of Judah, ought not to offer up a Sa 
fice as the Prieſts of the Law, but that accc 
ing to the Prophecies he was to offer up h 
ſelf to reconcile the World unto God; 
that afterward he was to enter into Hea\ 
which was repreſented by the ancient San 
al 


An Addzeſs to the J EWS. 23 
he Say: That his Prieſt- hood ſhou'd be acknow- 
Jud&dged by the Heathens as that of Melchiſe- 
1e wiel had bin, who was a Prieſt in the Land 
for f Canaan. This he proves from Pſal. XL. 
by i This Offering of the Meſſiah as of a Sucri- 
are mice is ſo plainly held forth by I/. Ch. LIII. 
at it cannct be eluded by any Cavils. | 
And indeed this Truth has bin known by 
Four Rabbins. See the Peſkta where the 
at GKuthor interprets this paſſage of 7ſai- 
Sacrifgh, after the ſame manner as the Chriſti- 
thy Ins. 
of Lou ſee very plainly, my Brethren, that 
onfidghere is the greateſt difference imaginable be- 
32. tween your Notions of the Meſſiah, and thoſe 
ordifgthe Chriſtians have learn'd from the Goſpel 
io form of him. And Jeſus Chriſt has decla- 
rs coffed his Will that this difference ſhould be uni- 
rerfally known: For before his death he 
Inſtituted the Sacrament of the Supper as a 
emorial of his death; and commanded that 
t ſhould be celebrated unto the end of the 


sto World; thus erecting a perpetual Monu- 
ſedeſment of his Sufferings as of what was predi- 
t- hoßcted by the Prophets. And it was with the 
o beſſſame deſign that he uſed ſome expreſſions 


of the XXII. Pſalm, when he was upon the 
Croſs. | 
accoſ lt is very ſtrange that both the Jews and 
p hij the Chriſtians ſhou d found their Notions of 
; the Meſſiah, tho' fo widely different, upon 
leavq the Holy Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, 
Sand which are in your hands. Your thoughts 
ar C 4 oft 


your Enemies, reſtore to you the Land of F 
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of the Meſſiah at preſent are, That he hal 
be a mighty Conqueror, who ſhall deſtro 


 daa; re- build your Temple; raiſe from thi 
dead all your Anceſtors down from Abruham 
reſtore to your Land its former Fruitfulneſs 
make the greateſt part of your Nation Pre 
phets; be the Arbitrator of the Difference 
among the Pagan Kings; convert all Peopl 
to his Religion; and teach the Jews the Hs 
brew Tongue, which they neither ſpeak 
nor indeed underſtand ; and work I knoy 
not how many Miracles, changing the on 
of Nature in your favour. 

'Twill be proper to conſider of how mam 
different Articles, theſe Idea's you have 0 
the Meſſiah do conſiſt: Inſtead of on 
Meſſiah, of whom your Doctors, who live 
before the Talmudiſts, ſpeak, you expel 
two; one who ſhall deſcend from David 
and another who ſhall deſcend from Joſep 
of the Tribe of Ephraim, This latter Perſo 
is to begin your Deliverance ; He is to com 


he ſhall be beſieged by the Romans, kill d an 


and make himſelf Maſter of Jeruſalem, 72 


bury d under the Gates of the City. 

After this the Meſſiah, the Son of David, | 
to appear, accompany d by Elias, who hal 
come in a Body created for that purpoſe 
Gog and Magog, i. e. the Turks on one (ide 
and the Chriſtians, making a new Croiſac 
under the Command of the Pope, on the e 
ther, are to fight and deſtroy one anoths 


[ * i 
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\s for thoſe who eſcape, the Meſſiah is to 
Heſtroy them by fire from Heaven, and thus 
nd the Pains of the Meſſiah. 
Afterwards the Pagan Kings ſhall bring 
hack the Ten Tribes in Triumph upon their 
Shoulders. Then the Meſſiah ſhall divide 
he Land like another Joſbua; the Temple 
Shall be rebuilt, and Sacrifices offered as for- 
Wnerly. The Meſſiah ſhall marry ſome beau- 
Siful Jewiſb Lady, but the Pagan Princes ſhall 
pealFurniſh him with a vaſt number of Concu- 
rnowpines. He ſhall have a great many Children, 
ordefiyho are all to be ſo many Princes under their 
der Brother. And thus from Generation 
mano Generation, The People are to live un- 
ve offer their Government, rolling away 
Ff onFheir Days in Mirth, and Mufick, and Enter- 
liveFainments, doing what is right in their own 
xpeFyes, and celebrating their ſolemn Feaſts as 
JavidÞbeftore their Deſtruction. 
Joſep} I earneſtly deſire you, my dear Brethren, 
erſoffio beſtow ſome ſerious Reflections upon theſe 
comfdeas of the Meſſiah, which your Rabbins 
wherÞropoſe, and who Found this confuſed 
d an$cheme upon the Authority of the Talmud. 
The Divine with whom Iconverſed, made 
vid, Weveral Remarks upon the Particulars I have 
o ſhaſpow been mentioning, and as they gave me 
rpoſqatis faction, and have lead me into the un- 
> (ide erſtanding of the true Senſe of the Holy 
oiſadÞooks which your Rabbirs abuſe ; I hope 
the hey will alſo ſerve to cure you of your Pre- 
otheſfadices, and that they will lead you to an ex- 
A HE oo ME. f PT 200 $2” 0 
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amination, and ſo to a ſence of the vani. 
ty of thoſe Hopes which you have enter 
tain'd. 

Therefore, x. I defire you to conſider 
whether Jeſus had great Encouragement tc 
uſurp the Title of Meſſiah, if it did not be 
long to him; ſeeing tis evident, that on on: 


hand he refuſed to be acknowledged fe 
King by the People; and on the other, tha 
he knew certainly that he ſhou'd be Crucify' 
on the account of that very Title. Tha 
both theſe Suppoſitions are true, appea 
plainly from the Hiſtory of the Goſpel 
where we read that he retired from thi 
| Maltitudes when he knew they defign'd t 
take him by force and make him +a King 

and that he ſeveral times foretold his Deat 
and inſtituted the Sacrament as a Memoria 
of it unto the End of the World. 

II. Whatever you may ſay of it, I don 
think it poſſible that any of the falſe Meſſiab 
ho have ſo often impoſed upon you ſinc 
his Death, and made you take up Arms ſev: 
ral times, ſhon'd have undertaken ſuch 
thing, but in hopes of overcoming your Ent 
mies, and of raifing themſelves by your Arn 
to the Royal Dignity. But that a Man ſhoul 
refuſe the Kingly Power, when it was offer: 
him, and on ſet purpoſe ſhould expoſe hin 
ſelf to certain death, and pretend thereby 
merit the Character of the Meſſiah; this 

what wou d never have once entered into a 
Man's Thoughts 5 and yet this is what 77 
” 
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ani has actually done. And what can be the 
ter meaning of it, but this? According to the 


Prophets the Meſſiah was to be cut off, fo 

fays Daniel Ch. IX. 26. He was to offer his 

Life as a Sacrifice for Sin, Iſa. LIII. 10. but 

according to the ſame Prophet, he was to a- 

© riſe from the Grave, He was to aſcend into 

Heaven, according to the Prophecy of Da- 

vid, Pſal. CX. 1. and from thence he'was to 

ſhed abroad the Gifts of the Holy Spirit upon 
his Followers, that thereby his Doctrine 

might be ſpread all over the World, as it was 

foretold by Joel, ch. 2. 28, 29, 30, 31. By 

this the true Meſſiah is ſo effectually diſtin- 

guiſht from all falſe Pretenders to that Title, 

that we need only examine the matter of Fact, 

whether indeed he is ariſen from the dead ; 

whether, as the Meſſiah was to do, he has 

ſent from Heaven the Gift of the Holy Spi- 

rit, and whether he has converted the Hea- 
_ thens to his Religion. | 

One thing which has always given me 
great diſturbance, is the Confeſſion of the 
Talmudiſts, that all the Periods appointed 
by God for the Meſſiah's appearance are paſt, 
Sanhed. ch. 11. in the Gemarah. They are 
certainly in the right; For according to Ja- 
cob, Shiloh was to appear before the ſecond 
Deſtruction of the Jewiſh State. According to 
Micah, he was to be born after that the ſame 
State ſhould have been raiſed out of their Ru- 
ins, viz. After their return from the MHrian 
and Chaldæan Captivities, after a long Peace, 
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and after they ſhou'd have been attacked byCh 
the Kings of Syria, and have had ſeven Ge fro 
nerals and eight Kings, Mic. 5. 
According to Daviel's Prophecy, ch. 9th 
v. 26. the Meſſiah was to be cut off befor 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans. 
But to clear up theſe Oracles a little more, 
I ſhall undertake to prove that the Meſſiah 
promiſed to our Nation was to appear at ſuchBan' 
a certain time, and that the time ſo limited by rel 
God for his appearance is actually paſſed, and 
by conſequence that he is already come. co 
The defign God had in ſpreading a Vail as wl 
it were over the Prophecies, was to make fun 
Men apply themſelves more ſeriouſſy to the IM. 
Study of thoſe Sacred Truths, and to meditate I pl. 
Day and Night in ſearch of em, ſo that, the 
full and true accompliſhment of thoſe great th 
Events being ſeen, our Faith might be con-JJe 
firmed and eſtabliſhed in an entire belief of ki 
them. | | M 
'Fis true however there are ſome Events Ith 
of ſuch moment and unſpeakable advantage ſy 
to Mankind, that God, out of his infinite lof 
Good -will to them, has been pleaſed to re- of 
veal them more clearly to his People: They 
Darkneſs they lie under is now owing to the 
perverſe and obdurate will of the Jews, to- S0 
gether with the deſperateneſs of the Cauſe ec 
they are forced to maintain: Of this ſort lv 
are the Prophecies, which ſpeak of the time Ih 
of the Meſſiahs appearance. Your Opinion v 
js, that the Meſſiah is not come, woe oy p. 
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hriſtians on the other hand demonſtrate 
From the Writings of the divinely inſpired 
Prophets, that all things predicted of the 
Meſſiah are fully accompliſhed in that Bleſſed 
Perſon which they hold for the Meſſiah, 
and that he, viz. the Meſſiah, is truly and 
really come, otherwiſe there would be reaſon 
to think that thoſe Prophecies muſt be falſe, 


relyed on upon any account whatever. 

In purſuance of what I am about, I ſhall 
confider ſome few Paſlages in the Prophets, 
$Ewhich, according to you and us, have an 
e ſundeniable Relation to the coming of the 
e Meſſiah promiſed to our Nation, in ſundry 
e places of the ſacred Pages. 

e God's Deſign in ſeparating Abraham with 
t the reſt of the Patriarchs, and afterwards the 
- $ Jewiſh Nation, from the other part of Man- 
kind, was, that it might be known that the 

Meſſiah, according to the Fleſh, aroſe from 
Sfthat People, and becauſe Jacob was the firſt 
who reſtrained that Promiſe to the Family 
of Judah, I ſhall therefore make choice 
of this firſt- Prophecy, to prove that the 
Meſſiah is already come. 

Jacob, upon his Death- bed, ordered all his 
Sons to gather themſelves together, and ac- 
cording to the unerring Spirit he was filled 
withal, foretold to all his Children, what 
© ſhould be their Lot in the Land of Canaan, 
n whether their State and Condition ſhould be 
© proſperous or unfortunate; and among the 


0 


Dc 0 


> a. 


[- reſt, 


and ſo utterly to be diſcarded, and not to be 
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reſt, when he comes to Judab, he ſays, 
Jud ab, thow art he, whom thy Brethren ſhall 
praiſe ;, thy hand, &c. The Scepter ſhall not 
depart from Judah, nor a Lam: giver from be. 
tween hir Feet, until Shiloh come, and unto hin 

ſhall the gathering of the People be. Theſe laſt 

Words afford us a threefold Conſideration : 

1. That the vaw, Sheber, Scepter ſhould be 
in Judah. 2. That in Proceſs of time there k 

ſhould be a p, Mekokeb, that is, a Law-F 
giver, a Dignity inferior to that of Kings: Ln 

And in the 3d place, that NW Shih ſhould 

come before the departure of the BWW Scepter, ur 
and PPD, Mekokek out of Judah. 

Nov this Prophecy of Jacob did not be- 
gin to take place till David was made King, al 
and then it received part of its Accompliſh- - 
ment. And this Scepter vad, Shebet, (ot; 
Kingly Power, as you your ſelves confeſs; || 

fee Raſhi, Aben Ezra, -Kimchi, and the Tar- 
gum has tranſlated that Word by Kings) 
continued to the Days of Zedekiah. After 
the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, the PMA Me- 
kokek took footing, that is, an inferior Or- 
der to Kings (PPD, Mekokek a Prince or Law- Je 

giver : Raſhi upon Pſ. 60. 9.) For Zerubbabel ſj; 
was the firſt pp, Mehokek or Law-giver ; 
and this ſort of Government continued for 

{ome time with ſome little Change and Alte- 
ration, even under the Maccabees, until the 
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Womans laid waſte the Holy City; fince 
Fhich time they have never been able to 9 

ke themſelves a People, or gain a Poſſeſ- 
on of the Land of Canaan. The WW, 
$86:10h, that is, the Meſſzah, as you your ſelves 
| acknowledge upon that Place of Ger. was to 
'Kome before the Departure of the VV Step 
Per, and of the PPMQ Metokek out of the Tri 
Pf Judah, This is the Meaning of that Pro- 
Phecy. | | 

The Force of this Argument therefore 
annot be evaded. NW Shiloh, that is, the 
Meſſiah, was to come before the Deſtruction 
pf the Jewiſß State; the Jewiſh State is de- 
Kroyed : Thence it follows, that either the 
Þ 8 is come, or that the Prophecy is 
al ſe. ; | 
The Prophet Micah * ſpeaks of the co- 
ming of the Meſſiah, and of his Birth at 
Bethlehem. You your ſelves own that this 
Prophecy reſpects the Meſſiah; but to avoid 
the force of the Argument that is deducible 
from it, ſeeing there is no ſuch Place as 
Bethlehem remaining, you give out that the 
Meſſiah was born there, at the time when 
f Jeruſalem was made an Heap of Stones, but 
"that he keeps himſelf concealed till Elijah 
comes to anoint him, But the Prophet not 
only tells the Place of his Nativity, but like- 
"wiſe the time when he (ſhould be born. Theſe 
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are the Words of the Prophet, ver. 2. Bulg;; 
thou Bethlehem Ephratah, &c. Which Verſg,, 
has reſpect to the Nativity of the MeſltabY,,, 
as is confeſſed on all Hands. The thirdten 
Verſe runs thus, Therefore will he give then f 
vp, &c. or rather as the Original will bearfj 
and the Senſe ſeems to require, not withſtandiſiax 
ing, Or, before that comes to paſs, viz. the Na 
tivity of the Meſſiah, theſe following Even 
ſhall happen, ec. ® 
Thus the Prophet foretels, (for he way, 
Cotemporary with Hoſea and Iſaiah) the %Y 
Captivity of the Jews by the Babylonians 
then he goes on, and ſays, that they ſhouldg 1 
return, and be reſtored to their Land to poſÞ,. 
ſefs it, and that the Lord would be the Head 
of them, and that their Leader ſhould paſgp, 
before them, which was fulfilled when Zeſhe 
rubbabel was their Leader; that they ſhoulc * 
enjoy Peace, and be bleſſed of God ; tha 
they ſhould no longer be guilty of Idolatr) 
as they had been betore, but that after a Jong, 
Peace they ſhould be afflicted by Aſur, that: 
is, perſecuted by Antiochus Epiphanes and his, 
Succeſſors, which we find true, it ſo be we. 
conſult the Hiſtory of thoſe times; that ; 
then they ſhould raiſe up ſever Shepherds, 
(ver. 5.) i, e. ſeven Generals, who were olff 
the Race of the Maccabees, and eight princinh, 
pal Men, or Princes of Men, that is, the | 
eight Kings of the Aſmonean Race, who ſuc- 
ceded the Maccabees : Accordingly at the 


ol 
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Cloſe of that time, viz. under the ninth], 
| King, 
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King. viz. the firſt of the Idumean Race, who 
Was Herod, was the Meſſtah born at Bethle- 
Jem, according to the Prophecy. The Inte- 
Frence from this Prophecy is fo natural, that 
WI ſhall leave you to deduce it. | 

Another Proof, and the cleareſt of all, is 
Taken from Daniel, who was carried away 
aptive into Babylon, and there foretels what 
7as to happen to the Jews under the ſecond 


Peace they were to be bleſſed with, together 


Appearance of the Meſſiah, and the Deſtru- 
Nion of the ſecond Temple after his Appea- 
ance. 

The Place I ſhall infiſt upon is the 9th 
hapter, from the 24th Verſe to the end of 
Ide Chapter. The Words are as follow, Se- 
Penty Weeks are determined upon thy People and 
Fon thy holy City, &c. to the end. 

In the ad Verſe of the above- mentioned 
hapter, Daniel tells us the occaſion of his 
"Þffcring up his Prayers to God, how that by 
feading of Books (v:z. the Prophet Jeremiah) 
p te underſtood the number of Years, that in 
e ſpace of ſeventy Years God would put an 
Ind to the Deſolations of Jeruſalem, there- 
Pere he ſought the Lord with Faſting and 
"Pupplication before him, that he, according 
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emple, how they were to rebuild it, the 


Prith the Perſecutions of Antioches, the 


d his Promiſe, would ſhortly reſtore hi once 
hoſen and peculiar People, that he would * 
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canſe bin Face to ſhine upon his Sanctuary tha 
was deſolate, and blot out all their Tranſgreſy 
ſions from before his Face. To this Prayetff f 


of Daniel, which takes up moſt part of thelf £ 
Chapter, the Angel Gabriel was ſent to rel 
t 


turn an Anſwer, which he delivers in the 


24th Verſe of that Chapter; which Verſd e 
muſt be tranſlated thus: Seventy Weeks anl. 
determined upon thy People and upon thy Hol 
City, until the Tranſgreſſion be reſtrained, am 
until the Sins be blotted out, (or aboliſhed) an 
Iniquity be expiated, and untill the Righteon 
neſs of old be brought in, and until the Viſin 
aud Prophet be ſealed up, and until the Sand b. 
ary be anointed, The meaning of which 
Verſe is, That the Captivity of 70 Teatr 
foretold by Jeremiah the Prophet was not In. 
yet expired, but that there ſtill wanted 1 
Weeks, viz. of Days (that is, above- of R 
Year and a Quarter) before the Tranſęreſſuſ vn 
ſhould be reſtrained, & c. (for which Sins q 
theirs they were carried away into Captivity]! 
and the Sanctuary be anoirited, for whid/# 
alſo he had put up his Prayers to God. TAI 
the Verſe is an Anſwer to Daniels Prayq Bie 
is plain; for otherwiſe we muſt ſuppoſſ In 
that Daniel had no Anſwer returned uni b 
that-long Prayer which takes up moſt of ti tin 
th Chapter, and which he then put up io 
beha ot his People, and of the Sanctus fre 
„ the 17th. Tie Words PWT WW are n( Lo 
Well rendered by rhe mop Holy, v. the 24] Pr 
ang frould be tranſlated by the SanFuaryz ! lec 
gh, — tl 


the Original Word requires. See Numb. ch. 
4. 94. & 19, where the ſame Words ſigni- 
ol fy the Sandtuary And according to the An- 
I gel's Anſwer in this Verſe, the Jews after 70 
Weeks of Days, had Liberty to return into 
4 their own Land, they repaired the Sanctuary 
(of the Lord, they offered up Sacrifices to 
God ; and thus Iſaiah's Oracle was fulfilled, 
th. 44. 28. | 

1 After the Angel had returned an Anſwer to 
A Daniels Prayer, he carries his Revelation 
farther, and foretels ſome other Events which 
were to happen to the Jewiſh Nation, and 
begins thus, ver. the 25th. Know therefore, 
and underſtand, &c. Which Words muſt be 
ar tranſlated after this manner from the Origi- 
Inal, Beſides know and underſtand, that from 
the going forth of the Word concerning the 
S Reſdoration and Rebuilding of Jeruſalem, 
IJunto the Meſſrah the Prince, there ſhall be 7 
Weeks, and 62 Weeks ; during which time the 
ey Places, and whatever elſe has been deſtroyed, 
ich hall be reſtored and rebnilded, and this in a 
hall time of Anguiſh, And after thoſe 62 Weeks 
veſha!! Meſſiah be cnt off, and not for himſelf. 
of ln which Words there are ſeveral things to 
nil de obſerved. Firſt, the Angel here fixes the 
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ti time when this Oracle ſhould commence, viz. * 


\ from the going forth of the Word, that is, 
ar from the 1 of the Word the 
n Lord, or Prophecy that came to Haggai the 
af Prophet ; which Word came to him in the 
A ſecond Year of Darius Not bus. See the 1ſt 
41 93 -arid 
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and the 2d Chapters of Haggai, Then the An- 
gel foretels two Events; firſt, that Jeruſalem] gi 
ſhould be rebuilded ; and, ſecondly, that I x, 
the Meſſiah ſhould be cut off ; the firſt after ax 
ſeven Weeks of Years, that is, 49 Years, be- th 
ginning to reckon from the 2d Year of Da- if 
rius Not hus; and the ſecond after 62 Weeks 
of Years, beginning alſo to reckon thoſe 62Þp, 
Weeks, or 434 Years, from the ſame ſecond 
Year of Darias Nothus. After the Angel 
had foretold thoſe two Events which were. 
to happen before the Deſtruction of Jeruſa. 
lem, he concludes his Diſcourſe, by foretel-flx, 
ling that the Jews ſhould be utterly deſtroy'd 
by the Romans. Now according to theſe 
Predictions, the City was rebuilded 49 Years. 
after the going forth of the Word, as ap- 
pears from the Books of Ezrz and Nehemiah ;Þ , 
the Meſſiah whom the Chriſtians worſhip, 
was cut off, not immediately after, but ſome 
ſhort time after the 62 Weeks, or 434 Year; 
foretold by the Angel, (2:z. near as manyſ ch 
Years before the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, ſc, 
as there were Years lapſed ſince the Birth oifg, 
the Meſſiah; and laſtly, the Romans deſtroy'dJ,, 
your Common. wealth, inſomuch that at the 
Seige of Jeruſalem above 13000 Jews pe. 
riſhed, as Joſephus relates. 

Hence you may infer, that the former andi 
later part of that Oracle being fulfilled, that, 
alſo which relates to the Meſſiah, and is inf. 
the middle of it, muſt be fulfilled, or elſe] 
that you have little reaſon to rely upon the, 
Oracles of God. Thu 


* 
* 
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"| Thos with reſpect to the*time, the Chri- 
"I (tians have quite the advantage over your 
t Fore-fathers. Jeſus Chriſt came in the time 
appointed by God, and he ſuffered at 
the time expreſt by the Prophets. Whereas 
if the Meſſiah you expect ſhou d come now, 
you coud not ſay he came to fulfil thoſe 
Prophecies that ſpeak of him, for they fix 
another Period for his Appearance and his 
el Death, viz. before the ſecond Deſtruction of 
CN Jeruſalem. But beſides all this, if the Meſ- 
ab did not come at the time which was 
.I poretold by the Prophets, it follows, that 
5 you ought to reject thoſe Prophecies as abſo- 
le lutely falſe. For ſurely that Prophecy de- 
ſer ves no better a Character, which inſtead 
pot being fulfilled is contradicted by the Event. 
A true Prophecy is the Prediction of ſome- 
Pwhat which ſhall happen, and of the manner 
Vin which it ſhall come to paſs. Since there- 
Fore in this caſe, neither the event it ſelf, nor 
uche manner in which it was brought about, 
falls in exactly with the Prediction, do you 
olf hot perceive into what an abyſs of impious 
0 and blaſphemous Abſurdities you are led, by 
beſ the recited Confeſſion of your Talmudick 
Doctors? | 
Perhaps you will anſwer me, that the Sins 
nd of your Fathers have been the cauſe that God 
"a has not ſent the Meſſiah at the time he had 
in fxt for his coming. 
Il Upon this Principle your Rabbins tell 
be you, that the Appearance of the Meſſiah can 
= D 3 only 
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only be  haſterfd by your Repentance * 
but herein they groſly impoſe upon you. 
For, 8 7 [01-235 
I. To what purpoſe do they trouble them. 
ſelves to find out different Periods for the 
coming of the Meſſiah, from thoſe that are 
paſt, ſince they can fignify nothing without 
your Repentance 2 Yet their Writings are 
fall of Computations of the Periods they aſ- 
fign- for the Meſſiah's Appearance. I dare 
venture to ſay, that all the Periods which 
have been fix'd upon by thoſe your Doctors, 
are paſt above 150 Years ago. Read K. Sa. 
adias, Rambim, Bachai, Ralbag, R. Joſeph ben 
Facchia, Don Iſaac Abarbanel, and other Cal: 
culators, you'll ſee that every one of them 
have fanſy'd they had found out the Secret, 
notwithſtanding the Curſe pronounced by 
your Talmudiſts, who pray that all thoſe 
who ſhall compute the times of the Meſſiab 
may burſt aſunder. | 
II. Why have they invented that ridicu- 
lous imagination, which many of your learn. 
ed Men have imbraced, that towards the ent 
of thoſe terms of Years which they fix, God 
ſhall raiſe up one or more very cruel Kings, 
who by dreadful Perſecutions ſhall force you 
to repent ; and that upon this, the Meſſiah 
Mall appear to deliver you? Why ſhoud 
God take this care towards the end ot the 
Terms, which they now gather from the 
miſtaken ſenſe of ſome Prophecies, ſince he 
did not in thoſe other Periods which your 
TT.. p 7 
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Doctors acknowledge to be paſt ? You muſt 
needs ſee that theſe 2 of your Rab- 
bins are vain and groundleſs. 

III. Do not you by your own bebavicue 
confute this vain pretence? What great 
penances did you impoſe on your ſelves when 
the Impoſtor Sabbathai Sevi took upon him 
the Name of the Meſſiah 2 But they all fig+ 
nify'd nothing, as you all found, when he 
was forced to turn Mahometars chat he might 
fave his Life. 

The Ideas you have framed to your ſelves 
of the Promiſe of the Meſſiah, which God 
made to you, and of the different Circum- 
ſtances of his Appearance, to ſpeak freely, 
are but a viſionary Scheme, which you have 
built upon the miſtaken Sence ot thoſe Pro- 
phecies which God has given forth u — 
other Subjects. From Numb. 24. 17, Cc. you 
conclude that the Meſſiah ſhall be a K 
Warriour, and ſtall extend his Dominion 
unto all the Nations of the World which are 
deſcended from Seth. Whereas that Prophe- 
cy ſpeaks of David, and of the Nations be- 
hind Moab ; which according ro the confeſ- 
ſion of your moſt learned Rabbins are meant 
in that place by the Children of Seth ; the 
Word Seth notbeing the proper Name of that 
Patriarch, but a common Name, to expreſs the 
Nations, that laid behind the Moabites, You. 
ſuppoſe that the Meſſiah is meant by the Da- 
vid who is ſpoken of Hoſea 3. and by ſome 
following Prophets; ſuch as Jerem. 30. 9. 
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Exek. 34. 23, 24. and 37. 24. and his Pro- 
vince you affirm is, to bring back the Ten 
Tribes which you ſuppoſe are not yet return- 
ed. But thoſe Prophecies ſpeak only of Zo- 
robabel, and not of the Meſſiah. And that 
Zorobabel did actually bring back the Ten 
Tribes appears from the Books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah. | | 

You tell us that this Meſſiah is to build 
a third Temple, but you prove it from ſuch 
Prophecies, as reſpect only the Promiſe that 
God had made, that the ſecond ſhould be 
re-built by Zorobabel, which by Hagga: is 
expreſly called the laſt, Ia poſtrera, according 
to your Spaniſh Tranſlation. 

You ſay that the Heathen Nations ſhall 
bring Preſents to the third Temple. But the 
Prophecies you build on reſpe& the ſecond 
Temple, as you may find the accompliſhment 


of them in the true Joſephas, and in Foſeph 


ben Gyrion, who in the Extract he has made, 
y tranſcribed ſome parts of the true Joſe- 

us. 
0 You affirm, that there ſhall be a general 
ReſurreQion of the Fews at the Meſſiab's Ap- 
pearance ; but your Proof is groundleſs : For 
you take thoſe Prophecies literally, which 
moſt be explain d figuratively ot the Re- eſta- 
bliſhment of Iſ-ael and Judab in their Coun- 
try, after the Chaldean 3nd Afyrian Capti- 
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11. They firſt ſuppoſe, that not Zorobabel 
but the Meſſiah is ſpoken of in that place, 
and then they conclude, that the Laws of 
Nature ſhall be all changed and altered in fa- 
your of the Fews. Tho ſome of em who 
are more modeſt, pretend, that thoſe mira- 
culous Alterations ſhall be made only in Ju- 
dea. And all thoſe fine Scenes of fancy are 
raiſed by adhering to the literaWmeaning of a 
Prophecy, which common ſenſe tells us, and 
your beſt Authors have confeſs d, is delivered 
Jin a figurative Style. And in this Inſtance 
we ſee as well the great infatuation of your 
+ BAnceſtors, whom you religiouſly follow, as 
alſo that there have always been ſome learn- 
ed Men among you, who have oppoſed your 
> ridiculous Applications of ſeveral Prophe- 
ies to the Meſſiah. as. 
'Tis true indeed, your Rabbins, and Abar- 
benel in particular, eſt#m thoſe Perſons as 
little better than Hereticks. But he has not 
been able to confute their Argaments, by 
which they have unanſwerably praved, that 
i] Nall thoſe Prophecies which you think have 
> never yet been fulfilled'; and the accompliſh- 
t ment of which you are waiting for, were ex- 
hb fadly fulfilled before the laſt Deſtruction of 
. Ceruſalem. 
1- | And this is what might be demonſtrative- 
i y proved with reſpect to every Oracle in 
particular: But I have not time to inſiſt up: 
of on that particular, nor upon another conſi- 
4. Ferable remarque; which is, that all thoſe 


| Scrapy 


Scraps of the Prophets which you read afte 


of the Tribe of Ephraim. This is a late In 


Prophets know nothing of it; but it is to be 


is to have the Souls of Adam and of David 


Haſmonæi under the Syrian Kings, as it is re 
Jated by the moſi — of the Neid Hiſtori 


Ferve a very conſiderable Deſign ; for the) 
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the Paraſhas, and apply to the Meſſiah, ar 


all of them miſapplied, thoſe Prophecies re. 
ſpecting another Perfon. 

- -But I come to the Point of the two Mel. 
ſahs, one of which is to be the Son of D- 
vid, as the other ſhall be the Son of Joſeph 


vention, Mich was never heard of befor 
the Talzyd. The Chaldee Paraphraſt of the 


found in Orkelos. And a meer fancy 
18. 

Tis very likely: that hereafter we ſhall he 
told, ie] as the Meſſiah the Son of Davi, 


fo the Son of Joſeph ſhall have the Souls off 
the Patriarch Joſeph, and of Jeroboam. 
The truth is, that this fooliſh Notion ip. 
Sathered from the phecy of Obadiab, whe 
ſpeaks of the Courage of the Ten Tribes af 
ter their return from Aria, who, he ſays 
were to be attacked by the Kings of Syrid,, 
and afterwards ſhonld "ſubdue the Edowita | 
But this Prophecy was all fulfilled by th 


ans. 
By thei imagination of a two-fold Meſſi 
the Jews have thought this Story proper tc 


concluded, that they ſhon'd conceal from th 
Readers of the Prophecies, the true meanin 


— 
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Mof thoſe Prophecies, which ſpeak of the 
Death of the Meſſiah, the Son of David, by 
teaching, that they ſhould have their acoqm- 
| pliſhment in the Perſon of Meſſiah the Son of 
EF oſeph. GE ef ; 
N 7290 [ lead you to the Original of theſe 
MI Miſtakes ? | 
"JJ Malachy foretells the Deſtruction of the E- 
4 Jomites which happen d under the Macchabees, 
as Joſephus proves in his Hiſtory of the Jews. 
But the 7m ſuppoſing the Meſſiah not yet 
Ito be ml of but exſpecting his appearance to- 
gether with Elias, took Edom to ſtand for 
the Roman Empire, which they ſuppoſed the 
"Meſſiah, who was meant by Daniel's Stone 
cut out of the Mountain without hands, at his 
Appearance ſhould deſtroy. 5% 7 

But this Notion is extremely ridiculous. 
For by the Edomites the Prophet means no 
Jothers thanWhe Poſterity of Eſau. Nor did 
he mean that El:as himſelf ſhould appear, but 
Y:nother Prophet like him in Zeal z as Zoroba- 
bel in another place is called David, becauſe 
Hau the People ſhould be ſubject to him as they 
were to David. And ſo the Deſtruction be- 
Fiore which Elias was to come, is not the 
oe Deſtrucd ion of the whole World, but of Ju- 
dea, Haaretz YWRT this Land, i. e. in which 
the Prophecy was delivered, as it is acknow- 
edged by R. D. Kimchi. So that far from 
concluding, that the Mgſſiah is not come be- 
yauſe you have not yet enjoy'd the Miniſtry 
mn of Elias, you ought to inferr, that it's in vqin 
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you wait for Elias, becauſe he was to appear fl 
before the laſt deſtrution of Jeruſalem, and 
of her Inhabitants, and of your Nation as by fl 
a Curſe M Cberem. It 
In a word, all that your Rabbins talk to]. 
you about Gog and Magog, who are to fall 
upon your People when they ſhall all return 
to Judæa, under the Conduct of Meſſiah, the 
Son of Foſeph: All that Fire which is to fall 
from Heaven and deſtroy that Gog and Ma. 
gog, that is, the Turks, all this was actually 
fulfilled under the Haſmonæi, who deſtroy'd 
the Armies of the King's of Aria, as Joel, P. 
Exekiel and Zachary had propheſy'd. 
The French Rabbins found no difficulties in ol 
the Prophecy of Zachary, which now adays It 
you think to be all obſcurity, - becauſe they It 
concluded that all thoſe Prophecies were ful- tt 
filled before your laſt deſtruction by the Ro- 
mans. 8 * I 
But can it be wonder d you ſhou'd not un -· I 
derſtand that Prophet, when you have even 
loſt, all knowledge of your own Hiſtory, ſince 0 
your diſperfion over the Roman Empire ? f 
After this is conſidered, can it be wonder-· IN 
ed that you talk as you do concerning the 
Marriage of the Meſſiah, who is repreſented t 
as God, when he is called the Husband ot? 
the Church; and whoſe Poſterity, tis ſaid, ls 
ſhonld be ſeen after his Reſurrection; that is, 
who was to have a great number of Diſciples, ſ 
becauſe he ſhould 1 the Gemtiles unto the 
h of his Religion? All this e 
* | lle 
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filled in Jeſus Chriſt ; and indeed it is much 
better explained by ſome of your moſt ſen- 
ſible inter preters of the Canticles, who apply 
it to the Meſſiah. . 
After all, whatever your Rabbins ſay of 
it, the Jews were not the Perſons who con- 
verted the Heathen World, and perſwaded 
them to renounce the Multitude of Deities 
they adored before, and to ſubje& themſelves 
to the Laws of the God of Iſrael, as of the 
only true God. But theſe were the Diſci- 
ples of Jeſus Chriſt, whe by turning of the 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament againſt the 
Jews, brought the Pagans to the Profeſſion 
of the Goſpel, and prevailed with them 
to worſhip him who gave the Law to 
the Jews, and who was crucified by 
them. 7-30 
As this Point of the Coming of the Meſ- 
ſiah, whom you ſtill expect, is one of the 
great Principles yon go upon in your Con- 
troverſy with the Chriſtians, you will not be 
diſpleas d if I again tell you, that by ſuppo- 
ing the Meſſiah is yet to come, you over- 
turn the Authoricy of the ancient Prophe- 
cies, and betray your own Cauſe to the A- 
theiſts, and to thoſe who make a Jeſt 
of Religion. Jacob 2 that Sbi- 
loh, that is, the Meſſiah, ſhould appear 
before your State ſhould be utterly de- 
ſtroy d. | 


* 


After 


* 46 An Avdteſs to the JEWS. 


After the 70 Tears of the Captivity, Z. 
rabbabel and his Succeſſors were the Rulers « 
the People, and governed till the times e 
the Haſzonei, of whom ſeven governed you 
according to the Prophecy in Micah 5. and 
eight bore the Name of Kings. Since ther 
you could never enjoy the Supreme Powe 
your ſelves. The Romans ſet over you that 
Idol Shepherd; according to Zachary's Prof 
phecy, whom your own ' oſephws ben Gori 
confeſſes to have been Herod ; and youſn 
Civil Conſtitution has been irrecoverably ofþ 
verturned, ' according to the Prophecy info 
Dan. 9. Hence it neceſſarily follows, eithe 
that Jacob's Prophecy was falſe, or that th 
Meſſiah, whoever he was, did actually apfi 
pear before your laſt Deſtruction. 

Your ancient Maſters ſaw the Force of thifbf 
Reaſoning, and therefore tell you, that he 
was indeed born about the time of your lay! 
Deſtruction, but conceals himſelf until gur 
certain time when he will appear and deſtrofm 
Rome. They have invented ſeveral Fable 
to countenance this Notion of the Meſliah'Sge 
Birth as attended this particular Circumfſth 
ſtances, which they eſteem a very critic: 
Point. But unhappily their own Party op 
poſes them in this matter, and much mom 
generally aſſerts that the Meſſiah is not yaſſt 
born. i | 

Your Maſters have invented Fables conffc 

cerning the Legiſlators, which Ys they 


have 
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Save ; but where-ever they are, they live 
ncognito, for no body could ever learn of a- 
y other Maſters they have, than thoſe 
onfrho teach in their Schools. ' 
Thus you have ſeen the utmoſt they can 
Jo upon their Principles to defend the Truth 
pf Jacob's Prophecy. 
Balaam in Numb. 24. ſays expreſly, That 
ſter the Romans ſhould have overcome the 
Kings of Syria they ſhould afflict the Hebrews, 
pad that afterwards the Romans alfo ſhould , 
he deſtroyed. The Hebrews are ruin'd irre- 
overably, and there is no Promiſe of the 
Me-eſtabliſhment of theit State, neither in 
he Prophecies of Jacob, nor in this of Bæ- 
uam, nor in that of Daniel, nor in that of 
alachy, the laſt of the Prophets who ſpeaks 
hifbf the Meſſiah as being to come in the ſe- 
hond Temple; and of Judæa as of a Land 
rhich ſhould be laid under a Curſe. So that 
nleſs the Meſſiah be come, theſe Prophecies 
roflmuſt neceſſarily be falſe. 

Jy I know your Rabbins do all they can to 
ihgget clear of this Conſequence. They affirm, 
1mfthat by Edom in Numb. 24. the Romans are 
icafmeant ; and ſo applying to the Meſſiah that 
Prophecy which ought to be explain'd of 
Devid, they affirm, that Rome ſhall be de- 

FAtroy'd by the Meſſiah. 15 
Never were there ſo many idle and ill- 
connected Fancies invented as thoſe which 
he your Doctors deliver concerning this Meta- 
vegmorphoſis of the Edomites into the Romans. 
| No 
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No Man, who is not perfectly under th 


or 10 Prophecies, which ſpeak of the Pc 


they alledge, as a happy Solution of thi 


alted to the Throne of God, who gives tht 


calls them Daniel's People: But by the Saint 


Dominion of Melancholy, can forbear 1augt 
ing at the vain Reaſonings by which the 
endeavour to juſtify their Application of 


ſterity of Edow, unto the Roman En 
pire. | 

But in order to make their Stories con 
cerning the Meſſiah's Victory over the Roma 
Empire paſs the better with their People 


matter, the Places of Day. 2. and 7. whic 
ſpeaks of the Stone cut out of the Moun 
tain, and of one like the Son of Man ex 


Kingdom to the Saints of the moſt High, anc 
explain thoſe Places of the Meſſiah, and o 
the abſolute Dominion he ſhall give to thei 
Nation. | 

But they are evidencly* miſtaken ; for 
deny that the Jews can be meant by the Saint 
of the moſt High. Daniel, chap. 9. ſpeak 
ing of the Jewiſh State, expreſly ſays, tha 
it was to be irrecoverably overturned. Nov 
this Prophecy muſt be talſe, if ever the Jew 
form a new Common-wealth, and deſtrc 1 


the Roman Empire which has conquer themy, 


Indeed, God ſpeaks not concerning the Few: 
in thoſe Prophecies of Daniel, for he alway 


of the moſt High he underſtands the true Sub 
jets of the Meſſiah, whom the Jews ſhoulc 
reject and crucify, and be deftroy'd for . 

| in 


Pin. Conſider how many Miſtakes your An- 
ceſtors have made. 1 p 
1. They give the Name of the Edomites 

o the Romans, contrary to all the Rules of 

good Senſe, as well as to the Authority of 

Hiſtory, which particularly mentions the 

Accompliſhment of every one of the Pro- 

phecies which reſpe& Edom. | 
2. They refer to the future times what was 

actually fulfilled before their laſt Deſtru- 

(tion, 7 
3. They make the Prophets to contradict 

one another, by attributing the Deſtruction 

of the Roman Empire to the Meſſiah, who 

Jas to appear and ſuffer before the laſt 

Ruin of their Nation, and conſequently 

before the Deſtruction of the Roman Em- 

-FPITC. . E 

4. They apply to their Meſſiah, and to 

their Nation, thoſe Paſſages of Daniel, 

which cannot be underſtood of them, ac- 
cording to the plain Senſe of the Words; but 

Iwhich were ſpoken of a People very different 

rom theirs. | 
Since by my Education I was poſſeſt with 

the ſame forcible Prejudices, which now hin- 
der you not only from embracing the Chri- 
ſian Religion, but even from examining the 

Foundations of your own, I think it's very 

reaſonable I diſcover to you the Vanity of 

thoſe Prejudices. 85 8 

ad. You ſtrangely pleaſe your ſelves with the 
Iricles of the Choſen Nation, and the Poſterity 


lel 
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ef Abraham, and of the Patriarchs. You |, . 
magnify the Honour God was pleaſed to do Ie 
you in giving you the Law at Si, and in 
working ſo many Miracles in order to ſettle 
your Fathers in the Land of Canaan. Theſe F< 
things, I confeſs, are very much for your 
Honour: But then tell me, what think you 
of the Condition in which you have lain for 
above 16 hundred Years, deſtitute of allf 

Marks of the Divine Protection 2. Is not this 
enough to convince you that God has caſt 
vou off, and that he no longer looks upon 
you with the Love and Concern with which 
he did formerly, viz, before your Deſtruction 
by the Romans ? A 

Your idolatrous Fathers were puniſht by 
two Captivities; once they were carry'd in- 
to Aria, and then into Chaldea. From theſ*) 
firſt they were brought back at the end of a- 
bout 180 Years ; and from the laſt after 70, 
under the Conduct of Zerubbabel. You were[®* 
not chargeable with Idolatry when the Ro- 
mans deſtroyed you, nor have you ever been 
guilty of that Sin ſince that time, why then F 
does God leave you in your preſent Diſi per. %, 
ſion? 

Your Rabbins are ſenſible enough of the * 
Force of this Objection. Abarbanel tells us 
that this perpetual Deſolation has come upon} 
vou, becauſe Jeſus under the ſecond Templeſ”” 
cook upon bimſelf the Title of God. No" 
thing can be invented more fooliſh and ex : 
3 Your Rabbins ſay that Joaſ wal, 


beify'd by his Courtiers, but did God for 
hat Sin over- turn your State? And if Jeſus 
hriſt by uſurping that Title might have 
rought upon you ſuch a ſevere Puniſhment 
s this, might not the cruel manner after 
yhich your Fathers crucity'd him, paſs for 
he moſt meritorious Act your Nation ever 
xxrformed, and therefore be more powerful 
o procure you the Favour and Protection of 
od. than that Sin could be to draw down 
bis Judgments upon you? | 
By. a Judgment of Charity you conclude 
gat your Fathers who brought Jeſus of Na- 
reth to the Croſs were Men of Probity, 
uind very zealous Obſervers of God's Law, 
y nd that therefore he muſt needs have de- 
\ofrved that ſhameful Puniſhment, But I 
_ ould willingly know of you, whether our 
OPre-fathers were all of them, and in all 
redes, ſo holy in reality as you ſeem to ſup- 
„ie them? What do you think of thoſe 
enkho made the Golden Calf? Of the Ten 
-nþ"ibes who ſeparated from David's Family, 
Id from the Temple? Of thoſe who in 
Ilias time murdered all the Prophets God 
nt to them? Of the Men that cut I/azah 
eh pieces? Of thoſe who would have poi- 
on bnd Feremiah? And of the others who con- 
elemned him to Death? Theſe were all our 
ja nceſtors ; and were they not, think you, 
xy honeſt Perſons? Believe me, the De- 
„agu of God in recording theſe Crimes of our 
de pbre-fathers in * Writings, was that 
| 2 it 
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* 
it might not be thought ſtrange that th 
Poſterity ſhould crucify the Meſſiah, accot 


v bo disbelieved a Providence, affirmed the! 
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ſpl 
ing to thoſe Prophecies which foretold hs. 


Death. I don't ſay abſolutely that they dec, , 
by. him after that unjuſt manner, becauſe! 
had ſo ſeverely reproved them; though tl er 
Roman Governour who deliver'd him up Ire 
Death, look d upon this to be the Ground 1 1 
the Hatred they had conceived againſt hiq gu 
Bat I muſt ſay, that there never was on te 
Face of the Earth ſo wicked a Generation mt 


Mien as that which lived in the time of eſa, 


and which ſuffered in the utter Ruin of the le 


Civil State by the Roman Power. John inf 


Baptiſt, whom Joſephus ben Gorion, |. 5. Ie p 
45. repreſents as a Martyr for the Law + 
God, calls the Phariſees as well as the Saddſ gi 
ces, (who were another Sect among the Jop 


were no Angels, nor Spirits, and that therfſ; - 
would be no ſuch thing as a ReſurreCtior 1 
a Generation of Vipers; and Joſephus gi ves in. 
the ſame Character of the next Generatiolf jj 
when he ſays, That if the Romans bad n.4. 
come to deſtroy them, God would have doi in 
it himſelt, puniſhing their Sins by Fit, 
from Heaven as he did thoſe of Soduiq 
and Gomorrah : Nay, even your own 70 
phus ben Gorion, 1.6. c. 52. ſpeaks to tif 
ſame purpoſe concerning their Rage and ly, 
fatuation, which drew upon them utter DA 
ſtruction. In reading that Author you; 
find that the Wrath of God was more ful 


diſy\ay 
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"Sſplay'd againſt that Generation, than in a- 
IT other Deſtruction of our Nation for its 
Folatry ; whereas, according to the Opini- 
ei above-mention'd, it had never expreſt 
much Zeal for the Honour of God, as 
i crucifying Jeſus of Nazareth, and there- 
dre had never better deſerved the Bleſſing 
184 Favour of Heaven. 
in But youll ſay, Suppoſe our Anceſtors to 
Tye been never ſo wicked, one can't but 
| $mmend their Zeal againſt Jeſus of Naza- 
, becauſe he pretended to be God. 
Whey might poſſibly reſent too bitterly his 
Tnſures of their Vices, as they had hated 
e Prophets, and condemned them to death 
Ar the ſame reaſon. 

But how could they eſteem that Man a 
Fophet, who pretended to be God himſelf ? 
Id yet that he is God the Chriſtians con- 
FG; and tis this makes us look upon the 
ogoſpels as Books that overturn the very 
 Finciples of Religion, the Truth of which 
n buile upon this Article of the Unity of 
| 1d. | 
ln this Argument lies the Strength of 
"That you object againſt the Chriſtian Re- 
7 ion z and indeed it appear'd ſo ſtrong to 
WF, prejudiced as I was againſt it, that 
ich this I began my ſecond, third, and 
[Birth Converſation with the Divine whom 
J an adviſed by my Friends to con- 
- XY, 8 
1 


J E 3 | I 


34 an àaddzels to the JEWS. 


I bumbly beg: you would examine wh: 
has been offered to me on this Head, and yo 
will find in it a full Juſtification of Jeſus, ani 
of his Religion. | 

I. He convinced me, that Moſes, even it 
the 1ſt Chapter of Geneſis, had mention d 
ſort of Plurality in the Deity, and that ti 
Prophets had imitated his Style. 3 

II. He ſhew'd me, that the Nature of Got 
being incomprehenſible, the Unity of it mul 
neceſſarily be ſo too; and that therefore » 
can know no more of it than he has bet 
pleas'd to reveal to us. 

III. He ſhew'd me, that in this incompre 
henſible Unity, there is a diſtinction expre 
through the whole Scripture, down from M 
ſes to Malachy; and that this diſtinction 
into three Agents, who have the ſame N. 
ture in common, but are yet diſcovered to | 
diſtin Agents, by the divine Actions whi 
are attributed to them by the Holy Write 
They are called the Father, the Son, and t 
Holy Spirit, in the Style of the Prophe 
who repreſent the Father, as having imploy 
the Son and the Holy Spirit equally in tb 
Work of Creation, as in ſending the Pre 
hows, Gen. 1. Prov. 8, 21. GC. Iſai, 4 
1 


IV. He proved to me, that this diſtinctio 
appears evidently in the famous Apparitio 
of which we read in Moſes and the Prophet 
For we find that the Perſons who appear 
and ſpake, received the Worſhip of Adorat 
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on, which may be paid to none but to the 


true God. He proved theſe four Propoſiti- 


ons ſo plainly from ſevera} Texts in the 
Writings of Moſes and of the Prophets, that 
without rejecting thoſe Books, as contrary to 
the Principles of Religion, one cannot deny 
the Doctrine of the Trinity, notwithſtanding 
the impoſſibility there is of forming a Con- 
ception how it ſubſiſts in the Unity of the 
Divine Nature, or that it actually does ſub- 
liſt in the Divine Nature without the Light 
of Revelation. | 

Now ſeeing theſe four Articles are of the 


bigheſt moment, I ſhall crave your attention, 
o< whilſt I lay before you ſome of thoſe Argu- 


ments, which were uſed in our Conferences, 


and which prepared my mind to receive that 


Conviction, and that Light which I now en- 
joy; and leaſtI ſhould be too tedious in re- 
peating the ſame Arguments too often, which 
I muſt be forced to do, if I ſpeak ſeparately 
to each of theſe four Articles, I ſhall con- 
fine my ſelf to treat of thefe two Articles 
only, (to which the abovementioned ones 
may be eaſily reduced; ) 1ſt, That there is 
ſome ſor: of Plurality in the ſame Divine Eſ- 
ſence, which is but one Jehova; and 21y. That 


in the Eſſence of God, there are two Perſons 


or Agents different from God the Father (as 
the Chriſtians expreſs,*themſelves ) and that 
both theſe Perſons or Agents, together with 
God the Father, are by Moſes and the Pro- 
phets repreſented as the true God Jehova. 


E 4 
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I begin with the firſt of my Propoſitions, vix. 
That there is a ſort of Plurality in the Divine 

Eſſence. 
* Both you 7ews, and we Chriſtians, own 
and acknowledge that there neither is, nor 
can be but one Eternal Ever-living God, the 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, as we read in 
Dent. * Hear O Iſrael, the Lord our God is 
one Lord. This being a matter ſo plain, and 
ſelf evident, there is little need of fetching a- gre 
ny farther Proofs from the ſacred Writings 
to convince either the one or the other ; or 
to perſwade them to the Belief thereof. Let 
but any conſiderate Perſon ponder a while 
with himſelf, his own Reaſon will neceſſari- 
ly induce him to gather from various Confi- 
derations the Exiſtence of a God, and at the 
ſame time convince him, that there 1s but 
one. 

The Notion we frame to our ſelves of a 
God ſuppoſes this, for when we ſay, we be- 
lieve a God, our meaning is, that we con- Ei 
ceive him to be an infinite Being, of all ima- N. 
ginable and poſſible Perfection. Now to NE 
ſuppoſe many infinite and perfect Beings, im- I 
plies an abſolute Contradiction, where- IP: 
fore ſuch a Notion deſtroys a Plurality of Iſe 

Gods. lo 

But as to the Nature of the Deity, tis I 

confeſſed on all hands, that our ſhallow rea- © 
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on can never conceive ſuch an Immenſity, 
herefore are we obliged to have recourſe to 
he Sacred Pages, the only ſure and ſafe guide 
in ſuch an inexplicable Myſtery ; and there 
ve are like to meet with the beſt and clear- 


ſt Information we can expect in ſo nice and 
ublime a Subject. FR 


The ſum of what they teach is as follows; 
Moſes and the Prophets after him (whoſe 
great Deſign was to eſtabliſh the Unity of 
he God-head, and to extirpate Polytheiſmr, 
hen very flagrant in the World ) whenthey 
ſpeak of the Almighty One, generally menti- 
n him after ſuch a manner, that the Ex- 
refſions they uſe import in them, a Plurali- 
in the One only Eſſence of the Being ſpo- 
ken of, | 
What means elſe the frequent mention of 
God by Nouns of the plural Number ; as 
Gen. I. v. I. DPN7R Nn TIWRA Bereſhit 
lara Elobim, where the Word 2'1R Elo- 
im, which is rendered God, is of the Plural 
Number, tho' annexed to a Verb of the Sin- 
sgular Number, which demonſtrates as evident- 
ly as may be, that there are ſeveral Perſons 
partakers of the ſame Divine Nature and Eſ- 
ſence ; otherwiſe, if there was but one Per- 
ſon concerned in the Creation, why does 
Moſes ſo often repeat theſe Expreſſions, - and 
God ſaid, let there be ſuch and ſuch things, and 
it was ſo. But the reaſon why Moſes repeats 
thoſe Expreſſions ſo often, will appear, if 
we compare his deſcription of the 8 
Wit! 
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with that given by the Pſalmiſt, P, 33. v. EI or 
in theſe Words, By the Word of the Lord wer, 
the Heavens made, and all the hoſt of them 
the M Ronach, Spirit of his mouth; where 
this Phraſe, the Word of the Lord, anſwers te 
Moſes his Expreſſion, God ſaid, and the Spi 
rit of his mouth anſwers to Moſes his Expreſ 
fion, the Spirit of God moved upon the face » 
the Waters ; and tis farther plain, if we con 
ſult the 8th ch. of Proverbs, v. 30. where 
God addreſſed himſelf to his Eternal Wiſ 
dom, who in the Beginning diſpoſed al 
things. 2 | | 

Beſides that D178 Elobim. im plys more tha 
one Perſon as appears diſtinctly, if we will but 
compare the * 1ſt v. with the 26. of the fame 
ch. which runs thus, And God ſad, .) iM Na 
baſe, let us make Man in Our Likeneſs and i 
our Image. This Expreſſion moſt aſſured]; 
denotes a plain Plurality: Now the ©'78 
Elohim in that Verſe, which is joyned tc 
TWy2 Nabaſe and 12 Non both Plorals, is the 
ſame that belongs to 8 Bayh, of the Sin 
gular Number, in the 1ſt v. ſo that it neceſ 
farily follows, that if the Plural 217 El, 
bim joy ned to ) ] Nahaſe and 12 Now, both 
Plurals, which created Man, is the ſame 
with the Plural , Elobim that created 
Heaven and Earth, there muſt be more than 


+ Gen. I. 


one 
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650 one Perſon comprehended in the one ſame 
Divine Eſſence. 


For a farther Proof of a Plurality in the 


Divine Eſſence, let us compare the firſt v. of 


* 


the firſt ch. with the 22d of the 3d ch. where 
Tehova Elohim, by declaring TMR2 Mn ©1877 
hd Adam haja Keekad mimmennon, Man 
is become like one of ur, plainly ſuppoſes a 
plurality in the Divine Eſſence, wiz. By 
multiplying ſeveral 2778, Elobim, as the 
Hebrew Particle 12 min, or d m, de- 
notes, 

Add to this the celebrated place of Deut. 
* Hear O Iſrael, * , Jebova Eloenon, 
( in the plural Number) the Lord thy God, 
is wN M1 Jehovah Ekad, One Gad. From 
whence I thus argue, He that is TR 
mn, Jehova Eloenou, and WR MW, Jehous 
Ekad, is one in Effence, and in that one Eſ- 
ſence there are ſeveral Perſons. But God, 
of whom it is ſaid, Hear O Iſrael, &c. is 
e Mm, Jehova Elobenon, and e mmm, 
Jehova Ekad. Therefore the God worſhip- 
ped. by the Jews, and of whom it is 
ſaid, Hear O Iſrael, &c. is one in Eſ- 
ſence, and in that one Eſſence there are ſe- 
veral Perſons, 
I chuſe to inſiſt upon this place of Dent. 
becauſe you your ſelves ſeem to confeſs 
the ſame thing from that very place, as 
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we 
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we gather from ſome of your Writings ; 
and eſpecially from the Author of the Zoar 
upon this Text. 

That there is a Plurality of Perſons in 
the Divine Eſſence, appears from the word 
27178 Elohim, (which is a Plural, and 
which ſignifies the one true God ) being 
 Joyned with Ad jectives in the plural Num- 
ber, for certainly every Noun in the plu- 

ral Number, joyned with an AdjeCtive in 
the plural Number does not denote an U- 
nity, but rather more than One. There 
is nothing occurrs more frequently in the 
Holy Scripture than this. To give you two 
or three Inſtances, Deut. 5. 26. TN 2M, 
Elohim Chajim, the Living God. Pſ. 58. 5, 
CIWELU RIN7R, Elobim Shophtim, God that 
Judgeth ; and 3dly, From the 24th of 
Joſtua, v. 19. . ne, Elobim Kode- 
ſbim, the Holy God. Joſhna exhorting the 
People to ſerve the Lord their God, tells 
them, they cannot do it, becauſe the Lord 
their God is ZW 2798, Elobim Kedo- 


ſhim. From whence I deduce this natural 


Argument, He that is W 2T7R, lo- 
him Kedoſhim, is one and many; But 
WWW Tehova the true God is the TINTR 
CIWWP Elohim Kedoſbim. Therefore 1) 
Jehova the true God is one, and at the ſame 
time many: That is, There is a ſort of 


Plurality in that Eſſence which is Y Echad, 
Indeed had the Word D198 Elobim 
and were it never 

joined 


One. 
no ſingular Number, 
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joined to Verbs or Adjectives of the Plural 
Number, there might be ſome Plea for what 
you advance againſt what I have been argu- 
ing for all along. But the contrary to this 
I (hall make appear from the following Paſ- 
ſages. 78 Eloha the Singular Number of 
P2178 Elobim is joined to a Verb in the 
Singular Number, 'Habak. chap. 3. ver. 3. 
* 10ND R178, Job, ch. 4. ver. 9. ch. 12. 
ver. 4.ch. 15. ver. 8. and ch. 36. ver. 2. And 
the Word 2778 Flohizr is likewiſe joined to 
a Verb of the Plural Number, Gez. 20. ver. 
13. when God cauſed me to wander , WNT . 
IHR It hon oti Elohim. Chap. 35. ver. 7. 
God appeared to him, . Niglow 
Elohim. 2 Sam. ch. 7. Ver. 13. TR nn 
Halkou Elobim, whom God went to redeem. 
From all which put together, I think I may 
lawfully conclude, that ſeeing the Word. 
T7 Elobim has a Singular which is ſome- 
times joined to aVerb of the Singular Number, 
and a Plural which is likewiſe joined to 
Words of the Plural Number, it maſt denote 
ſome ſort of Plurality in God's Eſſence, and 
conſequently that ſeveral 2778 Elohim are 
one God in Eſſence, and that in that Divine 
Eſſence there is a Plurality. | 
Now it were no difficult Task to proceed 
in the Proof of a Plurality of Perfons in the 
Divine Eflence of God, from thoſe many 
Places where the Speeches relating to God in 
Holy Scripture are always1n the Plural Num- 
ber; as, Ger. 1, 26. NUY?, Nahaſe, Let us 
| | make 


- 


62 An Addzels to the JEWS. 
make. Gen. 2. 16. WWYν , Eheſe, Iwill make, 
Gen. ch. 3. ver: 12. Behold Man is become 
i TRI Keechad Mimmennou, As one of us, 
Iſaiah, ch. 54. ver. 5. TUY e , Ki be 
halaik hoſaik, for thy Maker (Heb. Makers) 
is thine Husband, (Heb. Husbands.) Where FF. 
tis plain, that God makes himſelf but one as F. 
to his Eſſence, and notwithſtanding as more F 
than one Maker of Man, as having regard to 
the Creation of Man; that as it is ſaid in 
Gen. that Elobim Sender made Man, ſo 
it is here ſaid thy Makers, UV. 

. Nor is there any ground for the Fancy of 
thoſe who deny that a Plurality of Perſons 
in the Divine Eſſence is made out by ſuch like 
Expreſſions, and pMtend to ſay, that God 
ſpeaks after this manner becauſe 'tis the Pro- 
priety of that Language, when you ſpeak of 
great Perſons to ſpeak of 'em in the Plural 
Number; this is altogether borrowed trom 


your modern Writers, and is utterly falſe, I 
for our ancient Fathers were ſo ſenſible of 


the Force of thoſe Expreſſions, viz. that 


God ſpeaks as of more than one, and as it N. 


more than one were preſent and concerned 
in the Creation of Man, that they boldly aſ- 
ſerted that God in thoſe many Places had 
reſpect to his Beth din ſhel maala, to his 
Houſe of Judgment or Council, as they call 
it; But who hath cqunſelled God at any 
lime ? For where: ever in the holy Scripture 
the Creation is ſpoken of, there Angels and 
all other created Beings, of what Super-ex- 

cellency 


lency ſoever, are excluded. And as a far- 
her Proof of the matter, the Word 1WP2 
baſe, Let ws make Man, &c. has relation 
o him alone in whoſe Image and after whoſe 
ikeneſs Man was created. Now it never 
ntred into the Imagination of any rational 
king, that has been in the leaſt converſant 
yith the ſacred Pages, ſo much as to think 
hat Man was made in the Image, or after the 
ikeneſs of any but God himſelf. This 
herefore ſuffices to convince us, that the 

ord TWy2 Nahaſe has reſpect to the ſole 
reator of Man, even to God alone. 

And here I defire you, my Brethren, to 
bſerve, that the Chriſtians don't from theſe 
nd ſuch like places pretend to prove preciſe- 
y a Trinity of Perſons, but only indefinite- 
that there is ſome ſort of Plurality in the 

odhead. For if this be once admitted as a 
hing ſuppoſed by Scripture, viz. that a Plu- 
ality of Perſons ſubſiſts in the divine E- 
ence, it thence alſo follows, that there is no 
\bſurdity in ſuppoſing that a Trinity of Per- 
ons can ſubſiſt in the Divine Nature. Be- 
ides, if it be farther demonſtrated that the 

reat God Jehovah is Ore, but Ore after 
uch a manner, as that a Plurality of Perſons 
may without any Abſurdity be admitted in 
is Divine Eſſence, tis plain, that if the 
Chriſtians can prove that this Plurality of 
Perſons amounts but to three, their Faith in 
the moſt Holy Trinity is well-grounded and 
ſtabliſned. | 


Nor 
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 Idolatry of the Gentile World, as for thi 


Nor can this Plurality of Perſons which 
the Chriſtians admit of, make as well for th 


Trinity which they worſhip and adore. Fo 
the Chriſtians, as well as the Jews, very (tre 
nuouſly contend for the Unity of God, by 
at the ſame time grounding their Faith upo 
the Word of God, they admit of a Plurſ 
lity of Perſons in the Divine Nature ; te 
which Faith of theirs the Gentile Polytheiſ, 
has not the leaſt Relation, becauſe the Hez 
then, contrary to the expreſs Word of God 
and to right Reaſon, worſhipped a Pluralit 
of Gods, but not in Unity of Eſſence, an- 
conſequently held that there were many God 
that were different one from the other ii; 
Perſon, Eſſence and Operation. So that i 
is impoſlible for the Gentile World to prov 
after the ſame manner, and from thoſe ver 
Expreſſions which the Chriſtians alledge i 
defence of a Plurality of Perſons in thi 
Godhead, to prove, I ſay, their almoſt inf 

nite number of Gods. For the Plurality offi 
Perſons which the Chriſtians contend for, i 
an undivided Plurality, whereas theirs was: 
divided Plurality, and by conſequence an infſo ! 
definite Number of divided Gods, endingſten 
(if I may ſo ſpeak) in many Over; whictiſheſ 
Plurality the Chriſtians as juſtly abhor as you 1. 
do, it being contrary both to Scripture andere 
right Reaſon. But the Plurality which the 
contend for, and which they clearly prove 
from the Writings of Moſes and the Prophets} * « 

i 


An Addreſs to the JEWS. 63 
founded in the very Eſſence and Unity of 
She Godhead, inſomuch that as ſeveral 
Firn Elobim are but one God, fo one God 
S ſeveral 2'17R Elohim. And therefore we are 
Soarefully to obſerve, that when 2 rn mn 
$:hova Elohim ſpeaks in the Singular Number, 
he Reaſon is not becauſe there is no Plura- 
iy of Perſons in the Divine Nature, but on 
be contrary, becauſe the Plurality of Per- 
ons in Jehova conſtitutes but one ſimple and 
x 1 Eſſence. But enough upon this 
cad. 
I proceed to the ſecond Article which I 
ropoſed to ſpeak to, wiz. That in the Eſ- 
Fence of God there are two Perſons or A- 
ents different from God de Father, (as the 
briſtians expreſs themſelves) and that both 
eſe Perſons or Agents, together with God 
e Father, are by Myſes and the Prophets 
preſented as 7ehava. 

The Proof of this Propoſition will eaſily 
ppear, if we do but give our ſelves a little 
me to reflect upon ſome few Paſſages which 
ccur in the Old Teſtament. As, firſt in 

odus, * Behold I ſend an Angel before thee 
% keep thee in the way, &c. The Argu- 
* that ariſe naturally from this Text are 
1FUCLC. HT 
x. It is eafily obſerved, that the Angel 
qere ſpoken of, is the Angel of ſome Per- 


td. — 


oY * Ch, 23, ver. 20. 


F ſon, 
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a therefore different from that PerJwa' 
3 

2. He that ſends and the Perſon ſent canno 
be the ſame Perſon. | 

3. Ver. 23d. Jehova calls that Angel his An 
gel ; for mine Angel. 

4. Ver. 21. Jehova ſays, his Name is in him 

5. To this Angel ſpoken of is attributed; 
Voice, ver. the 22d. obey his Voice. Now i 
cannot. upon any Grounds be denied, bu 
that he that has a Voice is different from tha 

Perſon who commands his People to obe 
that Voice. 

Surely theſe plain Texts or nothing wil 
fatisfy any reaſonable Man, that in all tho 
Expreſſions there are two diſtin& Perſons {pc 
ken of. I | 

The ad part I am to clear is, that this A 
gel is the true and eternal God with the Fathe 
which I ſhall attempt in the following Me 
thod. 25 

Firſt, The Angel here ſpoken of can Hwa 
no other than an uncreated Being, becaulÞ ho: 
divine Adoration, and ſuch Works as belor 
to God alone are attributed to him; for if » 
allow him to be a created Angel, then follo 
that divine Adoration may be paid to a cre: 
ted Being, which you your ſelves utterlgr: 
deny, and that according to the Law. 

Secondly, He that does thoſe Works whicY ſo 

none but God can do is the true God ; (iQ w. 
the Scripture tells us, that God ic know by M of 
Works) Now the keeping of {[{rae{ in I 15 


Wa 
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way is a Work of God, and this Work is 
aſſigned to this Angel, ver. 20. And he 
brought them into the Place which God had 
prepared. Beware of him, (ver. 21.) and o- 
ley his Voice, and provoke him not, for he will 
not pardon your Tranſgreſions, and the Name 
of God was in him; which is a clear Proof 
Jof the Divinity of this Angel, becauſe none 
but God can pardon Tranſgreſſions, &c. and 
becauſe the Name of God was never ſaid to 
Abe in any created Being. 
i Thirdly, The Angel which is called Je- 
bova is not a created Angel, but this 
Angel is Jehova, Exod: 14. 19. And 
the Angel of God which went before the Camp of 
Iſrael, &c. Which compared with Exod. 15. 
21, proves manifeſtly, that the Angel of God 
there mentioned is in this Place Jehova him- 
ſelf, And Jehova went before them by day in 4 
Pillar of Cloud to lead them the way, &c. He 
that troubled the Hoſt of the Egyptians, he 
was Jehova; he that fought tor Iſrael, is Je- 
bova ; but this is all (aid of the Angel of the 
Lord. He that did not ſpare Iſrael, is Feho- 
va, Numb. 21. 6. And he ſent Fiery Serpents 
ſl 4120979 the People; but tis the Angel of the 
Lord that will not pardon their Tranf- 
Igreſſions. | | 
Ne that accompanied the Jews was Jehova ; 
Flo the Lord alone did lead him, and there 
qQ was no ſtrange God with him. The Angel 
of the Lord accompanied Iſrael, Exod. 14. 
19. And the Angel of the Lord which went be- 
#4 fore 
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fore the Camp. of Iſrael removed and went behind 
them, and the Pillar of the Clond went from $00 
before their Face, and ſtood behind them: And I pre 
Chap. 23. ver. 20, 21. Behold I ſend an An- Iſpc 
gel before thee to keep thee in the way, and to ſor 
bring thee into the Place which I have prepa-· I ſeq 
red : Beware of him, and obey his voice, pro- Di: 
voke him not, for he will not pardon your Tran. 
greſſions, for my Name is in him; which Place Lot 
compared with Dent. ch. 6. ver. 21. . where l be 
it is ſaid, that Jehovah brought the People ofthe 
Iſrael out of Egypt with a mighty hand, proves con 
as evidently. as may be, that the Angel of God % 
is the ſame with Jehova. of 
The Angel of God is the Eternal Jeb, 
as appears from Exodus, Is it not in tbaiſin 
thou goeſt with us? And who is meant by lan) 
thou, may be learn'd from the 12th Verſe off foi 
the ſame Chapter, And Moſes ſaid unto Jehova, pla 
fee thou ſaiſt unto me, &c. This was moſtſ Ma 
aſſuredly Jehova that Moſes ſpeaks to. Soffit. 
| likewiſe in the 17th Verſe, And Jehova ſaidſſpe 
unto Moſes, I will do this thing alſo that thouſſto 
haſt ſpoken. By which Expreſſions tis as clearſſma! 
as the Sun, that the Angel of God who ifjEx 
Jehova is the cternal God. 12 
The Angel here ſpoken of in this Chap- Pon 
ter is the ſame that appeared to Moſes in theſſbor, 
3d Chapter of Exodus. I have ſufficientlyſha! 
evinced that this Angel is Jehova ; I ſhallÞPer 
| is e 
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now think it incumbent on me for a fuller 
proof of the matter, to ſhew that the Angel 
ſpoken of in the 3d chap. is alſo God, a Per- 
ſon diſtin& from God the Father, and con- 

Iſequently, that there is a plurality in the 

Divine Eflence, as I have declared. 

| Theſe are the Words, And the Angel of the 

Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire ont of 

Ile midſt of a buſh, and helooked, and behold 

the buſh burned with fire, and the buſh was not 

con ſumecl. And Moſes ſaid, I will now turn 
fide and fee this great ſight, &c. to the end 
of the 6th. ver. 

| Theſe words imply a greater Majeſty to be 

Jin the Perſon that appeared to Moſes, than 

any created Being has any right or title to. 

or tis God's Preſence alone that ſanctiſies a 

Iplace to any ſuch ſuperlative degree, as that 

Man may not be allowed to approach unto 

pit. And tis he alone that requires ſuch re- 

Iſpect and reverence from Men, as is only due 

Io his unſpeakable Holineſs. That he de- 

rImands ſuch a peculiar reverence is clear from 

Exod. 19. v. 12. And thou ſhalt ſet bounds un- 
to the People round about, ſaying, Take heed to 

Jour ſelves that ye go not up into, or touch the 

e border of it, for whoſoever toucheth the mount 

all ſurely be put to death. And that this ſme 

I|BPerſon is the Eternal God, the Lord of Hoſts 

is expresſly ſet down in the 5th v. for all the 
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Earth is mine. Beſides in the 6th v. of the Nut 
2d ch, tis ſaid, I am the God 7 thy Faber, Pe 

the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the 
| God of Jacob, which manner of Speech can ſe 
belong to none but the Great God, the Cre- I th 
ator of Heaven and Earth, the true Jehova, aff 
For if it had been a mere Meſſenger ſent from of 
God, he never would have aſſumed fo cu 
much to himſelf, as to have ſpoken of him.] be. 
ſelf in the firſt Perſon, for tho' an Ambaſſa- ¶ we 
dor is to repreſent the Perſon that ſent him th 
yet is it in no wiſe juſtifiable for him to take] to 
upon himſelf to ſpeak in the ſame Style as thq; ate 
Prince lawfully might whom he repreſents] ev 
If an Ambaſſador when ſent by his Princq; pa 

ſhould ſay, I am the Prince, wou'd not he 
be look d upon as a pretending and arrogating] ab 
Perſon, and rather than gain the Eſteem ang] ti 
Admiration of Men thereby, he would gq all 
nigh to be deſpis d, and laughed at by all, ang] gi. 
look d upon as a very empty and impertinenſ the 

Repreſentative. 5 

In the third place, the Jehova which ſpez 
to Myſes in the 4th ch. of Exod. is the ſam 
with the Jehova that ſpake to him in the 30 
and this appears from the cantinuation of th Ge 
Diſcourſe, from the one Chapter to the q vi! 
ther; and it naturally follows, that he wh 
is mentioned in the 3d, muſt be the true 74 ev 
hova, becauſe he is the ſame with this Pei wl 
ſon, whom Moſes converſes with all alon th: 
in the 4th Chapter, no body ſurely ca 
have the aſſurance to diſpute it, ſeeing 2 
un. 
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unanimouſly confefs, that there God is the 


Ferſon with whom Moſes talked. 


4thly, This Head may be proved from 
ſeveral other Texts of Scripture. 1ſt. From 
that, wherein he ſays, he ſurely hath ſeen the 
efftiFion of his People. Now ſeveral places 
of Holy Writ teſtify that Iſrael was the pe- 
culiar People of the true Fehova. Beſides, He 
beard the cry of the Children of Iſrael, when they 
were in diſtreſs and called upon him. Now 
they called upon the true Jehova, the Crea- 
tor of Heaven and Earth; therefore no cre- 


Jated Angel, or any other Creature whatſo- 


ever, can be meant in all the above-cited 
paſſages. TIS 
It ou d be an eaſie matter for me to quote 


J abundance of parallel places, that would 
<Q {till prove, that there is a Perſon, to whom 
all the Attributes of the Eternal Jehova are 
given, but intirely diſtinct from God the Fa- 


ther. But I forbear, and proceed to make it 
appear, that beſides this uncreated Angel, 


there is alſo another Perſon, who is the 
aan Ronack Jehova, the Spirit of God, 


who inſpired the Prophets, who is very 
God, and makes the 3d Perſon in the Di- 
vine Eſſence. 

In ſpeaking of the two firſt Perſons of the 


Never bleſſed Trinity, I demonſtrated, that 


where Jehova ſpeaks of Jehova, or ſends ano- 
ther Perſon that is Jehova, there more than 
one Perſon was of neceſſity implied. Nov 
the Holy Spirit ſpeaking of two Perſons, and 

+ Wh at 
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at the ſame time being clearly diſtinguiſh d 
both from the one and the other, it follows 
by a very natural Conſequence, that the Ho- 
ly Spirit is a diſtinct Perſon from the two o- 
ther Perſons of the Eternal Godhead, and 
that there are three Perſons contained in the 
Divine Eſſence. In * Samuel tis ſaid, WT 
Ronack Jehova, the Spirit of the Lord ſpake 
by me, &c. This will be cleared up, if we 
look into Iſai. ch. 6. v. 8. Alſo I heard the 
voice of the Lord, ſaying, whom ſhall I ſend, 
and who will go for us. 

Now you confeſs that the Holy Spirit mo- 
ved the Prophets, and made them ſpeak what 
he dictated, as we find it expreſſed in the a- 
bove cited paſſage out of Sam. And I think 
* there is no need of any farther Proof of the 
Holy Spirit's being in the Divine Eſſence, ſince 
to actuate, move and ſend Holy Men to pro- 
phecy, is an Act of Almighty Power. And 
it is as abſurd to ſuppoſe, that the Nuach 
Elobim is not Elobim, as to ſuppoſe that 
the Angel or Meſſenger of Elohim is not Elo- 


Bim. 


There is a place in Ezekiel that deſerves 
your more particular notice, that is the 5th v. 
of the 11th ch. And the Spirit of the Lord fel 
upon me, and ſaid unto me, Speak thus ſaith the 
Lord, thus have ye ſaid, O houſe of Iſrael, for 


T know the things that came into your mind, 


— — 


1 


* 2 Sam. 23. v. 2. - ; 
every 


every one of them, Where the Prophet de- 
ſcribes his Call almoſt in the ſame manner as 
the Prophet Iſaiah does his, and aſcribes it 
wholly to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Je- 
bo. From which places theſe following 
Arguments may naturally be deduced. | 

1. He that fell upon Ezekiel, and com- 
manded him to ſpeak the Words of the Lord, 
it was he that calld him to prophecy. But 
the Holy Spirit fell upon Ezekiel, and 
commanded him to prophecy. Therefore 
the Holy Spirit ſent Ezeꝶiel to prophecy. 

2. He that called & ſent Ezekiel to pro- 
pheſie, he alſo deſigned to ſend and ſent 
Iſaiah. But as it is ſhown, the Holy Spirit 
ſent Ezekiel ; therefore the Holy Spirit de- 
ſign d to ſend and ſent 1/aiah. | 

And it was the ſame that ſaid, Whom ſhall 
[ſend, and who ſhall go for ur? From which 
it appears, that the Prophet heard the Words 
of the Spirit of God, who muſt be a Perſon, 
and withall, the word ſend can't be refer- 
red to n=\y Elohim, as in Ger. but to 
128 Eloah, that is the Holy Spirit; but 
then the Holy Spirit adds, Who will go for ws 2 
Where 'tis apparent, that the Holy Spirit 
has reference to the whole three Perſons. 

For altho' the ſending of the Prophets is ge- 
nerally attributed to the Holy Spirit, yet the 
Actions are in common to the three Perſons, 

Now the whole Explication of Iſaiah's 
Words is this, I heard the voice of the Lord, 
Ying, a Prophet muſt be ſent, and by his mouth 


muſt 
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mut I ſpeak to the People, whom therefore ſhall bt 
ſend, and who will go for as? From whence jw 
I defire you to obſerve, that the Expreſſion, & 
whom ſhall I ſend ? is quite different trom 31 
that of Gemneſes, let us make Man, the former 
having reſpect only to the Holy Spirit, and) 
the latter to the three Perſons, or to Jehovaſ pv 
and his Houſe of Counſel, to ſpeak better than 6, 
your Maſters; that is, the Son and the Spirit. || f 
But leaſt you ſhould imagin that the WF 
MIT Ronach J7ebova, is the ſame with the An- 
gel ſent by God, &c. I ſhall add one Argu-Jr: 
ment or two more, by which it will appear, Ir. 
that the Spirit isa different Perſon both from t! 
the Father and the Son. And thus I prove it. 
He that gives the Spirit ot another is dif- 
ferent from both; but the Angel of God 
gives the Spirit of another. Therefore the 
Angel is different from both. See Exodus, 
And Moſes ſaid unto the Children of Iſrael, ſee 
the Lord hath called, &c. and he hath filled 
Bim with the Spirit of God, &c. The reaſon 
why I ſay, that it was the Angel of Goc 
that gave the Spirit, is as follows, 
That Perſon who is here ſaid to fill, &c 
with the Spirit of God, is the ſame Perſor 
who deſcended into Egypt with Jacob, arc 
brought the Children of Iſrael out of it, anc 
gave them the Law, and brought them intc 
the Land of the Amorites, &c. to poſſeſs it 
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Abut that Perfon was that Angel of the Lord, 
eflwho as I have proved above was Jehova. 
„eee Ger. 46. v. 2, 3, & 4. again, Exod, the 
nd. v. 1, 2, 3. &c. Exod. 23. v. 20, &c. 
rf 2. The Prophet Iſai. ch. 63. v. 9, 10. clear- 
diy diſtinguiſhes between the Angel of God's 
4 preſence, and the Spirit of God); and repreſents 
nf] both the one and the other as diſtin Perſons 
From the Father. He ſaid, ſurely they are my 
People; He, that is, the Father ſaid, and the 
n- Angel of his Preſence ſaved them, &c. but they 
u- rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit, &c. where 
r. rebelling againſt the Spirit of God, imports, 
mi] that the Spirit and the Angel are different 
it. Perſons. 2 
To all this add the 48th of Iſaiab, v. 16. 
and now the Lord God and his Spirit has ſent 
me; where tis plain again, that the Spirit in 
this Verſe muſt be underſtood, of the third 
4 Perſon. and not of the ſecond; ſeeing the 
ſecond Perſon is never by your own Confeſſi- 
on called the Spirit, but on the contrary ſends 
od the Spirit. The Divine Aion here is ſending, 
and is attributed-to Jehova and to his Spirit. 
e Now it cannot be ſuppoſed, as ſome among 
oll you do, that by the Spirit here, is only 
nd meant a Virtue, as Juſtice, Mercy, Goodneſs, 
nd and the like are ſaid to be in God. For 
td wherever is any thing like this, of ſending 
it a Prophet, recorded of Mercy, or Juſtice, or 
any other Divine Attribute > Beſides could 
ſome Divine Vertue be ſuppoſed to be imply- 
. ed by the Spirit, then that Speech would be 
U | an 
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an empty Tautology, for who at any time 


ever ſaid, he and his Underſtanding perceives 
ſuch a thing, God and his Omnipotence, or 
his Mercy did ſo and ſo. 

But enough, from hence I think tis plain, 
that the Writings of the Old Teftawent repre- 
ſent God under a trinal diſtinction, and that 
thoſe three Perſons are but one God, be- 
cauſe Jehove, as I have already proved, is 
IR fad, one only as to his Eſſence, and 
that there can in no wiſe be any more: 

And becauſe a plurality of Perſons is plain- 
ly implyed, therefore we believe that there 
can be more than one Perfon in the Divine 
Effence. But at the ſame time we take heed 
not to deſtroy the Unity of the Eſſence, for 
that muſt remain whole and entire, or we 
fhall run into that deteſtable and grievous Sin 
gf Polytheiſm. 

The facred Scripture, teaching us both 


- theſe things, viz. that there is but one Jehova, 


or Divine Eſſence, and. that together in that 
one 1 or Divine Eſſence, there are more 
S798 Elohim, or Perſons than one, we be- 
lieve theſe great Truths, tho you oppoſe us, 
and tho proud Reaſon ſeems to riſe up in 
oppoſition to us, always remembring that 
our Reaſon is not an adequate Rule of our 
Faith, in judging of Gods Eſſence, which 


is acknowledged by all to be incomprehen- 


ible ; but that the Holy Writings being the 
Word of God, ought to be the Guide and 
Touchſtone of our Faith and Actions. But 
enough upon theſe particulars. Alfter 


4 
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After the Reſolution of this great Objecti- 
on, I was led to thoſe Prphecies which re- 


Iſpe& the Perſon of the Meſſiah, and I was 


convinced fully that the Meſſiah was to be 


God, that he was to be the Son of God, that 
he was to be the ſame who appear'd in the 
Form of a Man, or with the Title of the 
Angel of the Lord to our Fore-fathers, and 
the ſame to whom they paid the Honour of 
Adoration as to the true God. The Divine 
whom I converſed with proved, that the 
Meſſiah was God, becauſe as Malachi ſays he 
was to come into his Temple; and this our 
Saviour Jeſus ſignify'd to the Jews, when he 
reprov'd them for profaning that holy Place, 
which he calls his Father's Houſe, but which 
by the ſame Expreſſion he conſider'd as his 
own Houſe, and ſo the Jews to whom he 
ſpake underſtood him. 

He ſhow'd me, that after his Death he was 
to be raiſed to the right Hand of God, ac- 
cording to the Words of David, Pſal.110. r. 
He told me from the Goſpel-Hiſtory, that 
our Fore-fathers were ſilenced = this Text, 
which repreſents the Meſſiah as David's Lord, 
while at the ſame time the Prophets foretold 
he ſhould ,be the Son of David. He confnted 
the different Sentiments of all our Rabbins 
on that Palm. He ſhow'd me, that the Meſ- 
hah is expreſly called God by David, Pſ. 45. 
7, 8. and alſo by Iſaiab, ch. 9.6. And he alſo 
acquainted me with the Methods our Ma- 
lers make uſe of to obſcure the Meaning of 


this 
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| out the Co- operation of Man; for it is ſai 


this Prophecy, that their People may not find 
it out that Chriſt was to be God as the Chri- II 
ſtians teach. f ty 
But to be more particular with you. I ſball Ire 
here inſtance in one or two Places, by 
which it will appear that the Meſſiah pro- 
* to our Nation was to be God and 
an. | 
That God promiſed a Meſſiah to our Nati- 
on is acknowledg'd: by you and us; and to this 
very Day you ask of God in your Prayers 
that the Meſſiah might ſuddenly come, and 
in the time appointed. But whether that 
Meſſiah, whom you ſtill expect, was to belle 
God as well as Man, or only a meer Man, aftc 
great Conqueror, and a mighty King, is theſ in 
Queſtion between you and us. ſi; 
That the Meſſiah was to be the Son of AAca 
braham, the Son of David, the Son of Ma 
is owned by you, and we alſo believe the 
ſame thing ; but we believe yet farther, that 
the Meſſiah is the Son of God, and conſe 
quently God, and the Reaſon why we believe 
this Article, is, becauſe it is ſo revealed ini} 
Holy Scripture. 925 | 
The firſt Promiſe made to Mankind, afte 
their unhappy Fall, was concerr.ing the Me 
ſiah; Gen. 2. the Seed of the Woman. YO 
confeſs that this Seed is the Meſſiah; ſee R 
Bechaje. This Text proves, that the Meſlia 
was to be Man, (we alſo confeſs this) b 
after an extraordinary manner, I mean witt 
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che Seed of the Woman, and not of Mex. 
II ſhall alledge no other Proof of the Humanj- 

ty of the Meſſiah, but proceed to thoſe that 
reſpect his Divinity. 
be firſt I (hall alledge upon this Accounts 
Nis the 2d Pſalm, which is allowed by moſt 
Jof you to have reſpect to the Meſſiah, and 

not to David ; for the Royal Prophet never 
. bad the Heathen for his Inheritance, nor the 
at moſt parts of the Earth for his poſſeſſiom; he 
sf brake em not with a Rod of Iron. nor daſhed 
dl them in pieces like a Potter's veſſel; he was 
at not the Son that was to be kiſſed leaſt he ſhould 
el be angry Twas not he that our Fathers were 
alto fear, and put their Truſt in. Now it be- 
1eJing plain that this Pſalm belongs to the Meſ- 
ſiah, it is alſo plain from thence, as Words 
can make it, that he is the Son of God; wer. 
7. Thon art my Son, this Day have I begottes 
I thee ; and his Generation is cleared up in the 
8th Chapter of Proverbs, ver. 22. The Lord 
poſſeſſed me in the beginning of his way, befare 
vithis Works of old; and fo on to the End of 
in the Chapter. And the ſame Son is called 

God, Ia. 9. 6. Unto ws « Son. is given, &c. 

tefland his Name ſhall be called Wonderful (Pele, 
ei which Attribute is never given to any but to 
God) Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſt- 
ing Father, the Prince of Peace. From whence 
it follows, that he is God; for he that is the _ 
Son, Pſal the 2d, is the Child born, and the © 
Son, the Pele, and the mighty God. You en- 
deavour indeed to corrupt this Text, by 


read- 
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reading after this manner, He hat is thelf - 
 Wighty God ſhall call him, &c. whereas 
it is to be rendred, he ſhall be called. whichſji 
was before there were any Points added, and 
I am aſſured that the Tranſlations that were 
made of old have tranſlated it as it is in the 
Ezgliſh Bible. You are deſired to obſerve that 
the Chaldee Paraphraſe apply theſe Words 
4 Child is born, to the Meſſiah. 
* I ſhall not inſiſt upon the 3d Chapter off 


 ,, Malachi, ver. 1. having mentioned it before. 
"= The Meſſiah is there called the Angel of the 
3 Covenant, being the ſame who treated theſe 
4 Covenant with our Fathers at Sinai, and whoſh 
4 was to make a new one, and to confirm it 


with his own Blood. But tis to be obſerv di, 
that the Prophet Ezekiel * ſpeaks of r 
Glory of God, that is, the Shekina or the 
Meſſiah, which was as the Appearance of 4 
Man. This compared with that Paſlage in 
the Pſalms, + where tis ſaid, The Lord ſaid 
unto my Lord, fit thou on my right hand, &c. 
proves ſufficiently (ſeeing you muſt confeſs 
that this Pſalm relates to the Meſſiah) 
that the Meſſiah was to be both God anc 
Man. 

But here you will be apt to object, How 
is it poſſible for God, who is infinite, tc 
take Fleſh upon him? Or that the God 

& head ſhould be circumſcribed by finite 
Matter ? 
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* Ch. 1. v. 26. & 28. f Pfal. 110. v. 1. . 
How- 


hould make ſach an Objection, and not rea- 
lily embrace the Myſtery of the Incarnation, 
dithere being no difficulty in the leaſt for Men 
> ſuppoſe that God ſhould take Fleſh upon 
jim, and dwell here among us for ſome 
ime, if you give but the leaſt heed to the 
acred Writigs ; for God is there ſaid to dwell 
o, Or in the Ark, and why can't he be as 
ell allowed to dwell upon the Earth > Be- 
Sides, to facilitate this grand Article of our 
aith, God was pleaſed to appear, in the Fleſh 
efore the Fulneſs of time. This I ſhall 
rove from a Place in Gene, And Jacob 
4s left alone, and there wre "as a Man with 
im, &c. Now that this Miz was God is 
emonſtrated from the 28th and 29th Verſes ; 
or as none has Power to bleſs but God, this 
nuſt be God that wreſtled with Jacob, and 
leſſed him, becauſe it appears beſides that 
t was God, if we compare the 3oth Verſe 
F the ſame Chapter with the 3d and 4th 
erſes of Hoſea, ch. 12. and the 35th Chap- 
er, ver. 10, 11, Oc. of Geneſit, with the 
8h Chapter, ver. 3, Gc. and ver. 15, 16, 


Co | l 
Theſe Appearances God was pleaſed to give 
efore the Fulneſs of time, that we might be 
afily confirmed in our Belief of his Appea- 
ance in the Fleſh, when the Fulneſs of time 


_ 


+ Ch 32. ver. 24. 
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However ! cannot but wonder that you 
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was come. And you are here to obſerve, ſ..1 
that God thus appeared in an human Body 
before he ever gave an expreſs Revelation ho 
that 2 Child ſhould be born and a Son given, 
who ſhould be called, or ſhould be '\) oN, EI 
Gibbor, the mighty God. © 

Upon theſe Principles the Chriſtians be 
lieve Jeſus Chriſt to be God, when they own 
him as the Meſſiab; and upon the ſame Prin 
ciples they honour him with Divine Wor 


Fou ſee that they who believe the Meſſia 
to be only a meer Creature, and deny himfſgn 
the Adoration which is due to him, muſt ne 
early reje& Moſes and the Prophets, ſince 
thoſe Books prove evidently, that the 
Meſſiah was to be at once both God anc 
Man. | r 

Iuſe this Expreſſion, becauſe the Scripture 
p. eg of the Meſſiah conſidered as Man 
tells us he was to be born at Bethlehem, tha 
he was to ſuffer Death, and to be cut of 
that he was to be led to the Slaughter as 
Lamb; and becauſe the ſame Scripture, whe 
it foretels his raiſing of himſelf from the 
dead, thereby declares he ſhould be over alli. 
God bleſſed for ever. | 
My Brethren, you ſtill keep theſe Books o 
Moſes and the Prophets, but your Prejudi 
ces will not ſuffer you to underſtand them 
Your Rabbins impoſe upon you their fall 
Interpretations of the Prophecies, and arc 
perpetually ſtudying for ſome new ſophiſti 
7 
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fical Evaſions, whereby they may avoid the 
Jclear and evident Demonſtration of the a- 
bove- mention d Truths. | 3 
If you do but once underſtand the Diſtin- 
tion there is between the two Natures of the 
Meſſiah, you'll immediately perceive the Va- 
nity of all the Objections your Doctors make 
Wapainſt the Divinity of Jeſus the Mefliah. 
He prays as a Prophet, he is ſorrowful, he 
Jeeps, is hungry, is in the Womb of his Mo- 
ther, has a Body like ours : Theſe are the 
Character of his human Nature. But then 
on the other hand, he knows the Thoughts 
of the Heart, he multiplies the Bread and 
Athe Fiſhes, he ſtops the Winds by his Word, 
Yhe raiſeth the Dead, he ſends the Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, who enables his Diſciples to 
work in the Name of Jeſus as great Miracles 
eas he himſelf had wrought. Theſe are the 
Characters of his Divine Nature. Theſe 
were publick Facts, and ſuch whereby the 
whole Face of the World was changed, the 
EChriſtian Religion being by them raiſed every 
where on the Ruins of the Pagan. 

If therefore Jeſus Chriſt only uſurped the 
FTicle of God, if the Holy Spirit did not o- 
pen the Womb of his Mother by that Key 
which God only poſſeſſes, according to the 
1 Doctrine of the Talmudiſts, why did God 
give him the Key of the Grave to raiſe the 
Dead at his Pleaſure > Why did he give him 
the Key of the Rain? For it cannot be de- 
tied but he twice multiplied the Bread = 
G 2 
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the ſupport of ſeveral thouſand Jews, 
who taking Occaſion from thence would 
have carried him away, and made him 
King. 5 

Theſe Proofs I inſiſt upon are matters of 
Fact: The Books which contain them were 
writ by four of the Diſciples of Jeſus, 
who, though before their adhering to Jeſus 
they were unpoliſht and ignorant Men, bave 
in their Writings diſcovered the ſame Cha- 
racer of Inſpiration which are to be found 
in thoſe of Moſes and the Prophets ; and 
who almoſt all of them afterwards ſuffered 
Death in confirmation of the Truth of what 
they had writ. You can't produce any Book 
written in their time, either by Pagans or 
Jews, which contrad icts what they have rela- 
ted concerning Jeſus. And indeed there is 
no room to doubt of his having had the 
Key by which he might be born of a Vir-J 
gin, as the Evangeliſt tells us, ſince he had 
the other two Keys which your Maſters ac- 
knowledge to be in the Poſſeſſion of none 
but God. oe: 

Put you ask what Deſign is ſerved by this 
Union of two Natures in the Meſhah 2 In 
this Point, my dear Brethren, the Excellence 
of the Chriſtian Religion diſcovers it . (elf, 
when its Foundations are compared with 
71 that Myſes and the Prophets have 
laid. c 
Adam by bis Sin loſt his Right to Immor- 
tality; God did not immediately _ 

im, 


| 
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him, but by an Act of Mercy, promiſed that 

the Meſſiah ſhould ariſe from the Poſterity of 
the Woman who had deceiv'd him. If the 


Meſſiah had been but. a meer Man, he could 


not have been a worthy and ſuitable Head of 
all Mankind; and how perfect ſoever his Obe- 
dience to God had been, he cou'd not have 


made ſufficient reparation for the Injury God 
had ſuffered by the Diſobedience of Adam 
land of all his Poſterity. 


By inſtituting Sacrifices after the Fall, God 


mow'd that he was reconcilable, but that in 


as much as Sin deſerved Death, he could not 


Actually be reconciled without the tranſlation 


of the Puniſhment which Sin deſerved, upon 


* 
þ 


the Victim which the Sinner was commanded 


Jo offer, Do not you acknowledge the diſ- 


zenſation of Mercy which was exerciſed when 


Abrabam prepared to offer up his Son Iſaac, 
 ccording to the Orders he received from 


od? Do not the Prayers you uſe at this very 


Hay, declare that you look upon that Sacri- 
Fee, tho' not offered, as a ſolid Foundation 


df the Prayers you addreſs to God? The 


Power which you unreaſonably attribute to 
That Sacrifice, of reconciling you to God, 
hat very Power the Chriſtians attribute with 


z 


1 
A 


nuch better reaſon to the death of Jes; 
hich was the higheſt degree of his Obedi- 


"Ence. 


3 


By that death they believe he obtain'd the 
avour of God for Mankind, of whom he is 


come the new Head, leading them to his 


G 3 Com- 
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' Communion, and reducing them afreſh to a 
Subjection to God's Law, which their com- 
mon Father had broken. | 

And from hence it appears, that Faith in 
him, repentance of our Sins, and an Obliga- 
tion to new Obedience, are the Conditions 
neceſſary to our having a right to the bleſ- 
ſings of God's Covenant. | | 
And this was prefigured by the Sacrifices of 
the Law ; ſince 'twas not by the offering of 
the Sacrifice, but by the hearty Sorrow and 
true Repentance of the Sinner, that remiſſion 
of Sin, and reconciliation with God was ob- 
tain d. 2 th 
So that this new Head of Mankind was A 
to expiate the Sins of Men. He was to vi 
bring them back to God; and being himſelf} by 
God, he was to poſſeſs the Power of reſtor. N 
ing to Men the Immortality they loſt by their I oi 
Diſobedience. | P, 
And in conſequence of this, he is to judge 
all Men at the laſt Day. God has committed I h. 
to him the Management of that Affair, that tt 
he may order it in ſuch a manner, as either ta 
to bring about the Salvation of all Mankind, I tr 
whom he has redeemed by his Blood, or to tl 
prepare the Wicked for thoſe eternal Puniſh- Io 
ments they have deſerved, by rejecting the $1 
Invitations of Divine Goodneſs, which wait-I fl 
ed upon them with patience. 
Let me ask you, whether this Doctrine I h 
does not appear to you more worthy of God, I tl 
than your Notions concerning the Miſſion 25 a 
LA TEC OT gp as iS (1 Wt © 0 


the Meſſiah whom you expect. Why was 
the Promiſe of the Meſſiah given immediately 
after the firſt Sin, if that Promiſe had no re- 
ſpect to the explation of Sin, and if the Bleſ- 
ſings of it were to be confined to one Nation, 
which ſhould it not begin to be known in its 
firſt Father Abraham, till near 2000 Years af- 
ter the fall of the firſt Man > Why did God 
impoſe upon you ſo many Sacrifices, which 
appear to have been only an Image of the ex- 
piation of Sins, becauſe good Senſe tells us, 
that Sin muſt be expiated in the ſame Nature 
which committed it ; if he did not deſign that 
the Meſſiah ſhould make atonement for Sin? 
And has he not declared this his deſign in gi- 
ving ſuch a Prediction of the Meſſiah's Death 
by Iſaiah, as plainly repreſents it, under the 
Notion of an Expiatory Sacrifice for the Sins 
of Men > See Iſai. 53. compared with St. 
Paul's F piſtles to your Nation. 

Since your Rabbins do their utmoſt to 
binder you from ſtudying the Holy Books of 
the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, you will not 
take it amiſs if I acquaint you with the na- 
tural Solution I have found in them, of all 
the great difficulties which ariſe in the minds 
of the Jews, as ſoon as by their Age or their 


study they become capable of making any re- 


fled ion. | 

The difficulties I ſpeak of are ſach, as 
have given Me very great uneaſineſs, and I 
therefore defire your ferious attention, as to 
an Affair in which your Salvation is con- 
cerned. G 4 Is 
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- Is there any Perſon among you ſo thought - 
leſly ſtupid, as not to be affected by the mu 
long duration of our preſent diſperſion ? 
Our Fore-fathers were guilty of Idolatry; ith: 
they ſlew the Prophets, they trampled under Ffrf 
their Feet the whole Law of God ; they ſa- -* 
crificed their Children to the Devil; and yet Fi 
'the Captivity by which God puniſh'd them, 
. Jaſted but a few Years. Surely then our Fa- Ida 
thers, who were overwhelmed in the ſecond Jan 
DeſtraQjon of Jeruſalem, muſt have been guil- Ivy 
ty of a much more heinous. Sin than their flyo 
Anceſtors, ſince they brought upon them. || 
ſelves, and upon their Poſterity this dread- 
ful -baniſhment and diſperſion, which has 
laſted above 1600 Years. : | 
Do your Rabbins ſatisfie you wherr they 
tell you, that you are ſtill bearing the Pu- 
niſhment of the Golden Calf, which your 
Fathers made, and that the Babyloniſh Capti- 
vity is {till running on, as Abarbanel ſtiffly aſ- 
ſerts, your Fathers not having ſufficiently 
repented under the ſecond Temple. 2 
1. This Aſſertion is directly contrary to & 
the Law of God, which does not extend the fac 
Puniſhment of Idolators beyond the fourth Ib: 
neration. | pl 
2. Abarbanel's pretence is expreſly con · ti 
futed by the Prophets after the Captivity, Im 
bo declare that God had fixed the time of Bo 
his Peoples Deliverance by , to 70 years 
after the beginning of their Captivity. 


Don 
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Don't you think that ſo long a Diſperſion 
muſt have had for its Cauſe a National and 
General Crime, and that too more heinous 
than any our Fathers committed under the 
firſt Temple ? 5 
This you are all and every where a 
in. But then beſides this, you muſt alſo 
{have continued in that Sin until this very 
Bday, fince you yet ſee no end of the Miſeries, 
land of the Wrath of God, which lie hea- 
Ivy upon you. Abarb. Maſmiah Jeſchnah, as 
Jyou know. 3s 
But your Doctors diſſemble the true Cauſe 
of this, which is, your Fathers having re- 
jected and crucify'd the Meſſiah, and your 
perſiſting in your obſtinate rejection of him, 
looking upon his Reſurrection and his Aſcen- 
ſion into Heaven, to which ſo many Perſons 
bare witneſs, as a Fable; as the Diſciples of 
Baal ſaid of Eliass Tranſlation, that the De- 
vil carry'd him away in a whirlwind, and 
daſht him in pieces againſt the Rocks, 
Examine a little the phraſe in Dan. 9. the 
> Meſſiah ſbell be cut off, 1218) Veexlo. You 
eflaccuſe the Writers of the Roman Church of 
h Ebaving tranſlated theſe Words, and the Peo- 
ple which belonged to him, i, e. the Jewiſh Na- 
- tion, ſhall no more belong to him, he ſhall no 
„more look upon them as his People. Some 
others tranſlate it thus, and there was no 
fault, or, and he was guilty of nofault, which 
deſerved ſuch uſage. Whatſoever be the true 
ſenſe of theſe Words, Innderſtand, that one 


of 


greed 


| 
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of our ancient Interpreters who tranſlated 
Daniel into Greek, gave the Latin Tranſlatorſ un 
the firſt hint of the Senſe he has expreſt in G0 
his Verſion. And tho' at preſent you turn 
thoſe words another way, yet - tis but 
- of true, that you no longer belong tc 
God. E HER 
If yon read the Goſpels you'll ſee that 7. 
ſms Chriſt foretold theſe Miſeries you ſuffer 
and alſo acquainted you with the true rea 
fon why the Wrath of God in thoſe effect 
of it, follow you through all places wheregca! 
yon are difperſed. See the Parable he ut IM. 
tered in the Temple. Matth. 21. 33, Ge. 
Your Rabbins abuſe you horribly, wher 
they perſuade you, that in your preſent Con 
dition you are the People of. God, and thaggtic 
he looks upon you as ſuch. ble 
It is true that you were God's People 

yes, and that in ſome ſenſe you are ſo ſtilll D 
St. Paul has told us, that God has not caſſ.i Pr 
off his People, and he proves it, becauſe ha wl 
Had called him. ſo1 
But don't you vainly flatter your ſelveg 
that you are the People, and the only Peoſſte 
ple of God. You are the People of God, juſſſpl: 
as the Ten Tribes were in their Captivityſth. 
when by Hoſea, ch. 1. they are called dN o 
Loammi, and did not bear the Title of * 
Ammi, till after their Converſion. You lie 
under the Wrath of God, nay under his fe 
vereſt indignalion ; 
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And what is yet more terrible is this, that 
Sunder this long diſpenſation of Wrath, tho 
God has intruſted you with his Oracles, of 
Swhich the Apoſtles made uſe for the Conver- 
on of the Heathens, you are ſtruck with ſuch 
A dreadful blindneſs, that when you read 
Moſes, and the Prophets, you ſeem to have 
Ithe Vail on, which covered the face of Mo- 
es, not underſtanding the meaning of his 
IWritings, nor of thoſe of the Prophets. 
What more fatal Mark of your blindneſs 
can be conceived, than thoſe Ideas of the 
Meſſiah, which your Maſters have given you, 
whereby you are hindred from owning him 
whom God ſent unto you. 

Fil propoſe one Inſtance, by the conſidera- 
tion of which you may be your ſelves capa- 
ble of judging in this matter. 
Your Maſters explain the Prophecy in 
Deut. 18. 15, concerning a Succeſſion of 
(Prophets, which God raiſed up among you; 
whereas the Chriſtians with very good rea- 
ſon apply it to the Meſſiah. 
But let us grant for once, that your Ma- 


ſters have found out the natural Senſe of the 
Iplace. If it be allowed on the one hand, 
that for the ſpace of 1496 Years, viz. from 
your Deliverance from Egypt, God kept his 
promiſe, How comes it to paſs on the other 
Jhand, that ſince the time of Jeſus Chriſ#, that 
is for above 1600 Years, there has not ari- 
en among you one Prophet to oppoſe thoſe 
Impoſtors, who from time to time have ap- 
| 5 ra #v . 25 . pear d 
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of our ancient Interpreters who tranſlatedd 
Daniel into Greek, gave the Latin Tranſſatorſ un 
the firſt hint of the Senſe he has expreſt in Go 
his Verſion. Arid tho” at preſent you turnſſwh 
thoſe words another way, yet tis bug{io1 
too true, that you no longer belong toſs © 
God. | REY M. 

If you read the Goſpels you'll ſee that Jeſthe 
ſos Chriſt foretold theſe Miſeries you ſafferJ/es, 
and alſo acquainted you with the true rea- W. 
ſon why the Wrath of God in thoſe effect 
of it, follow you through all places whereſcan 
you are difperſed. See the Parable he ut Me 
tered in the Temple. Matth. 21. 33, &c. wh 
Tour Rabbins abuſe you horribly, whenwh 
they perſuade you, that in your preſent Conf | 
dition you are the People of. God, and thagtio! 
he looks upon you as ſuch. ble 

It is true that you were God's People} 
yes, and that in ſome ſenſe you are ſo ſtill De. 
St. Paul has told us, that God has not caſſ rc 
off his People, and he proves it, becauſe hq h 
Had called him. ſon 

But don't you vainly flatter your ſelveq | 
that you are the People, and the only Peoſſter 
ple of God. You are the People of God, juſfpla 
as the Ten Tribes were in their Captivityſtha 
when by Hoſea, ch. 1. they are called N o 
Loammi, and did not bear the Title of pro 
Ammi, till after their Converſion. You liqhar 
under the Wrath of God, nay under his ſep fe 
vereſt indignalion. | ſen 


And what is yet more terrible is this, that 
under this long diſpenſation of Wrath, tho 
God has intraſted you with his Oracles, of 
which the Apoſtles made uſe for the Conver- 
ſion of the Heathens, you are ſtruck with ſuch 
a dreadful] blindneſs, that when you read 
Moſes, and the Prophets, you ſeem to have 
the Vail on, which covered the face of Mo- 
es, not underſtanding the meaning of his 
Writings, nor of thoſe of the Prophets. 
What more fatal Mark of your blindneſs 
Jcan be conceived, than thoſe Ideas of the 
IMeſſiah, which your Maſters have given you, 

whereby you are hindred from owning him 
whom God ſent unto you. | 
4 Pl propoſe one Inſtance, by the conſidera- 
tion of which you may be your ſelves capa- 
ble of judging in this matter. | 
| Your Maſters explain the Prophecy in 
Dent. 18. 15. concerning a Succeſſion of 
Prophets, which God raiſed up among you; 
dwhereas the Chriſtians with very good rea- 

ſon apply it to the Meſſiah. 
But let us grant for once, that your Ma- 
ſters have found out the natural Senſe of the 
place. If it be allowed on the one hand, 
yſthat for the ſpace of 1496 Years, viz. from 
your Deliverance from Egypt, God kept his 
Apromiſe, How comes it to paſs on the other 
iqhand, that fince the time of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
es for above 1600 Years, there has not ari- 
ſen among you one Prophet to oppoſe thoſe 
Impoſtors, who from time to time have ap- 


pear'd 


nc 
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gp taken upon them the Title of the 1 
Mieſſiah, and thereby brought upon you new", 
iſeries and Calamities. 1 hal 
Nay more than this, during your firſt Mel 
- Captivity, God gave you Prophets; Dani. F 
el, for inſtance, and his Companions; - and 
Ezekiet, who was carry'd away under Jehoi- 
akin; and yet that Captivity was to laſt but} 
70 Years. 

But he takes no ſuch care of you as he did 
at that time. He has ſent you no Prophet 
to acquaint you how long theſe Calamities 
ſhalt jaſt, tho' you have now more need of P 
it than ever, | ; 

I know very well, that to ſatisfie and 
quiet your People, your Maſters aſſert, (the F 
Ark being deſtroyed when the firſt Temple 
was deſtroyed, and there being none 1n the 
fecond, ) that the Spirit of Prophecy was 
never beſtowed under the ſecond Temple, | 
becaufe it depended intirely upon the Pre- i 
' fence of the Ark, which was the Seat of the En 

Shehinah. © 5 alt 

To give a colour of Truth to ſo groſs an 
Error, they tell us, that the three laſt Pro- ell 
phets were the Companions of Daniel, ch. * 
10. 7. 5 
But there is nothing more abſurd. Zacha- by, 
ry was the Grandſon of I4do, who returned = 
from Babylon into Judæa with Zorobabel. Hagg ai It 
and he were Cotemporaries. Malachy prophe- |, 
fied a confiderable time after them. $ ca 


Fheſs 
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Theſe ſame Doctors of yours do alſo flat- 


ter you, that thoſe Gifis of the Holy Spirit 
ſhall be reſtored unto you in the Days of the 


Meſſiah whom you expect. And they quote 
: Paſſage of the Prophet Joel to prove 
3 

But alas! here again they abuſe your Igno- 
rance, and refer thoſe Words to the End of 
the World, which ſpeak of what was to 


happen betore the laſt Deſtruction of Jeru- 


alem by the Romans. 
If you read the Writings of the Apoſtles 
vou would therein find a very exact Accom- 
Jliſhment of that Prophecy. Your Maſters 


would be confounded by it; for it was by 


the means of thoſe Gifts that the Chriſtian 
Religion was propagated in moſt parts of the 
World. 
| If you conſult the Writings of the Apo- 
les you will learn from them, that theſe 
Miſeries under which you groan ſhall have an 
End. As Jeſus Chriſt fixed the time of the 
Jaſt Week of Daniel, which was uncertain 
until his Appearance; fo his Apoſtles will 
tell you, that your Calamities muſt continue 


Þntil his true People ſhall have exerciſed his 


adgments upon the little Horn mention'd 
by Daniel, wheſe Prophecy is perfectly 
nintelligible unto you by reaſon of your 

- Blindneſs. 
Another very remarkable Inſtance of the 
range Blindneſs of your Maſters, which 
muſt needs give great Diſturbance to thoſe 
Perſons, 


> 
* 
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Perſons, who allow themſelves any liberty E 
of Reaſoning. | 10 

Can any thing be imagin'd more whimſi 9 
cal, and that favours more of Epicurus his in 
beaſtly Pleaſures, than the Deſcription they ac 
gravely give you of the Feaſt, whereby the. 
Meſſiah, when he has conquer'd his EnemiesJ” = 
ſhall comfort you after the Miſeries of you N 
long Diſperſion ? He is to treat you with the” : 
Female of the Leviathan which God has kepi by 
in ſalt ever ſince the Beginning of the World W 
And you are alſo to be entertain'd with the” © 
FemaleBehemoth,whicheats the Graſs of 100 . 
Mountains in one Day, according to Pſ. 5of.' © 
10. Thus you are like to be ſapply'd witlf 1 
Fleſh and Fiſh ; and for Fowl the Bird Zix 
ſhall be ſerved up, which is ſo big, that one BY 
of her Eggs happening to fall, broke and 
drown'd 60 Villages. 4 

Thus you ſee the Meſſiah provides you a Th 
Entertainment worthy of ſo great a Perſon h 
It muſt not be forgotten that the Wine yo a 
are to drink was made of the Grapes of Pa” 
radiſe, which is kept in Adam's Vault again * 
the Solemnity of that joy ful Day. 1 

And leaſt you ſhould queſtion the Trutil. 
of this, you have the Authority of the Pre 7 
phets for every tittle of“ it. Job 11. 100% 


Pſal. 50. 11. Iſa. 26. ſpeaks of nothing elſe E 

but of this Feaſt. | * 
Good God ! that ever Men who have one q 

Grain of Senſe ſhould invent ſuch extravaJ®* 

- gant Chimera's ? That they ſhould ever * 

the 


An Adv?eſs to the JEWS. 95 


he Aſſurance to father upon the Prophets 


och unaccountable Vifions! And yet theſe 
Fables are generally believ'd by you, to the 
Phame of the Prophets, and of the Reaſon 
od has given you; this Oath is ſometimes 
uſed by you, May I never eat of the wild Ox, 
1 e. of Behemoth, if what I ſay is falſe. 
I have read in the Goſpel, that Jeſus 
IChriſt promiſes Believers that in Heaven 
They ſhall lie in Abraham's Boſow 5 but the 
{Chriſtians are not ſuch Fools as to take thoſe 
Words in their literal Senſe. There is no 
preater Sign of Stupidity, than to take thoſe 
Words literally, which are to be underſtood 

figuratively. ; 
The Word Behemoth is not the Name of a- 
Iny one Beaſt, but ſigniſies in general 40 Pa- 
; e Cattle. The Leviathan, of which we 

read, Iſa. 27. is the King of Egypt, fo called, 
becauſe of the Nile which waters his Land. 
The Feaſt that God promiſeth his People at 
their Return from the Captivity, Iſa. 25. 6. 
is nothing elſe but the Joy with which he 
would fill them by delivering them from their 
Bondage. | 

None of thoſe Places reſpe& the Meſſiah 

nor his time : But your Maſters have the Art 
of finding whatever they pleaſe in the Scri- 
pture, leaving it to the Care and Induſtry of 
ſuch of them as the Author of 72) TNE2, 
JCephtor UOperach, to invent Allegories, and 
other Pretences whereby to give a plauſible 
JAppearance to their Extravagancies, 


Such 
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Such Doctrines cati go down with none! 
but a Mahometan, or an Epicurean, whe 
have formed their Paradiſe upon the ſame 
Taſt: Nay, even Mabomet himſelf ſeems tc 
have received his Notions, as ſome ſay, from 
R. Salman an Atheiſtical Jew, who made em 
paſs with him by the Authority of the mi 
ſtaken and miſapply'd Senſe of the Places juſt 
mention d. | 
Nothing appears more abſurd to a reaſon- 
able Man then that Notion of your Maſters] do 
which makes the Appearance of your Meſliahſ his 
to depend upon that of a Conſtellation the 
which is to come after a certain Number offCo 
d {| | . Ino 
Abarbanel pretends that when the Talmu-Itaii 
difts curſe thoſe who calculate the times fine 
they mean ſuch who are guided in theirſtile 
Computations by the Stars only, withoutſtha 
having any regard to the Prophecies. Butſhe 
after all, the vain Endeavours he has uſedICþy 
in regulating his Calculation according tofDe 
the Prophecies, he has added a Computationſtel! 
by the Courſe of the Stars too. der 
You know how well he ſucceeded. If hefwa 
had been in the right, your Meſſiah ſhouldfhe 
have appear'd above 150 Years ago; where He 
as you have never yet heard any Tidings olfTh 
him. See his Maſmiah on Exek. 10. Butfon 
this Book has been reprinted for all that. | 
The moſt remarkable thing is, that in folAſt 
lowing this Idea of the Heathen Aſtrologers Ch 


though he is indeed ſo modeſt as to ſubjecFru 
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extravagant Abſurdities which one could 


have expected from a Judiciary Aſtrologer, 


concerning the time of the Meſſiah. 


Do but read the twelfth of his Wells of 


Salvation, and you'll ſee ſuch a Collection of 

ridiculous Fancies of that Nature, that you'll 
wonder a Jew, who knew how that Art was 

condemned by the Prophets, ſhould ever lay 
Iſo much ſtreſs upon the Authority of it. He 
does the ſame in his Maſaiab Jeſbua, and in 
his Commentaries on the Prophets, and on 
Ithe five Books of Moſes, You'll find in his 

Commentaries on Nam. 24. that the Jews are 

now in Captivity, by the influence of a cer- 
tain Conſtellation ; and on Deut. 32. you'll 
find, that God, that he may puniſh the Gen- 
rIt:les, diſturbs the courſe of thoſe Planets 
tithat are favourable to them. The ſame thing 
tihe aſſerts on Jai. 34. He affirms, that Jeſus 
WCbrift, and his Diſciples after him, ſuffered 


Death becauſe he was born under Mars. He 


tells us, that his People ſhall be redeem d un- 
der a certain Conſtellation, . Iſa. 55. 17. as he 
was redeem'd at firſt from Egypt. And this 
Abe repeats on Jeremy 33. and on Ezek. 45. 
Ie inſtanceth particularly in the Month Niſaz. 
Arbe ſame Fancy he repeats on Hoſea 1. and 
gon Chap. 3. | 
But the moſt ridiculous Jeſt of theſe your 
[{Aftronomical Calculations, is, that your beſt 
SIChronologers are not agreed concerning the 


rue Duration of the World from its Crea- 
1 | 
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tion to this preſent time: So that none of 


your Computations by the Stars can be ad- 
juſted with your Account of the Years of the 
World, according to the Prophecies. 
But Abarbanel is not the only Man who 
makes this uſe of Aſtrology: He only follow'd 
the Authority of his Maſters, who went be- 
fore him. ng 

Now tell me ſincerely, can there be any 
need of a more evident Proof that you have 
renounced the Authority of Moſes and of 
the Prophets, than what is gathered from this 
Hypotheſis, which was firſt receiv d from the 
Heathens, who were firſt led into it by the 
Deceits of the Devil ? 

I ſhould never have done, ſhould I under- 
take to ſet before you the abſurd Maxims by 
which they have corrupted the Senſe of the 
Prophecies. 


How very fooliſh and groundleſs a Notion 


is it they have got, that Sennacherib mingled 
and confounded all the Nations of the Earth 
This Maxim once ſuppoſed, we may cen at 
once blot out of Gereſis the Accounts of the 
Origin of Nations, and of the Places where 
they fixt, for this can be no more of an) 
{ſervice to us in our Study of the Prophets; a 
moſt they can aſſiſt us no longer than till the 
time whenSerracherib made all this Confuſion 
Since that time, that is, ſince Iſazah and the 
other thirteen Prophets who followed him 
none have ſpoken intelligibly concerning 
thoſe People, The Chaldæans are got 8 
| er 


Germany; Hyrus is become Venice; Bozra is 


removed from Idumæa, and ſtands for Rome; 


and Idumea (ignifies the Rowan Empire. By 
virtue of this Maxim, the Captives of Se- 
| pharad andZarphath have been tranſported in- 
to Spain and France, Nebuchadnezzar having, 
if you'll believe them, tranſplanted ſome 
— the Royal Family of David, and fixt it in 

ain. 
5 The Dons, Abarbanel and Jacchia, will tell 
you, that they are deſcended of that Family, 
and that the Meſſiah may poſſibly come of 
their Race, though they never were in Beth- 


| ZJehem, but have lived in Spain almoſt 2300 


Teas. 

. Abarbanel confidently affirms, That 
the Annals of Spain confirm his Al- 
ſertion, and that there is no room left 
to doubt on't. And thereby he proves 
that the Deliverance by Cyrus was not a Re- 
demption, becauſe the Fews of Spain and 

France, who were carry'd thither by Ne- 
g buchadnezzar, never returned under the Se- 
I cond Temple. See his Commentaries on 
A Dent. 29. 

God has diſtinguiſh'd his Prophecies by 
ſuch Circumſtances reſpecting the particular 
Events foretold therein, that it is impoſſible 
the ſame Prophecy ſhould agree to any other 
Event, than that which it was intended to 

foretel. 

When Moſes threatens your Fathers with 

Captivity for their Sin of Idolatry, he tells 


2 them 
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them that God will carry Captive botli them 
and their King. = | 

Afterwards he promiſeth to re-eſtabliſh 
them in their own Country, to puniſh thoſe 
who had deſtroyed them, and to reſtore to 
them the Marks of his Favour in re-unitin 
them under one Head, ſo that they ſhould be 
no longer divided into two States, as they had 
been ever ſince 7eroboam's Inſurrection. What 
have your Maſters done with this Prophecy ? 
Why they pretend that in this ſame Oracle, 
Moſes has foretold your fecond Deſtruction 
by the Romans, as well asthe firſt by the A- 
riant and Chaldeans, although you were not 
Idolaters at the time of your ſecond Deſtructi- 
on,B and though you had no King, who could 
be carry'd Captive by the Roman. 

Upon the ſame miſtaken Foundation they 
have perverted the Senſe of all the Prophets 
down from Moſes. They have apply'd to 
the Meſſiah what the Prophets have (aid con- 
cerning Zorobabel and his Succeſſors, who 
led back the Jſraelites from Aria, and 


| the Tews from Chald za. 


They have obſtinately ſtood by it, that 
the Ten Tribes did never yet return, 
and all for this end, that they might re- 
fer their Deliverance to the Times of the 
Meſſiah. 

Tis not to be conceiv'd what Stories they 
have told concerning the Place where thoſe 
Tribes are at preſent. Tho' ſome of their 
Writers, it's true, have vigorouſly * 

8 thoſe 
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thoſe Whimſies and Chimeras. God has re- 
preſented the Deliverance he granted your, 
Fathers by the Figure of a Reſurrection; and 
your wiſe Doctors have taken the Expreſſi- 
on literally, and accordingly teach, That 1 
there ſhall be a Reſurrection at the Appea- A 
rance of the Meſſiah. | 5 | 
Upon theſe falſe Principles you wait for | 
the Ruin of the Roman Empire which de- 
ſtroy'd you, whereas you have ſeen the Pe- 1 
riod of the Aſſyrian and Chaldæan Monarchy, 1 
whereby a way was made for your Re-eſta- * 
bliſhment by Cyrus. 8 | | | 
I am well acquainted with the Objections 4 
you alledge againſt Jeſus, and have careful- | 
ly examin'd all, 'whereby you endeavour to | : 
prove, that J7eſ could not be the Meſſiah. | 
You ſay for inſtance, that the Mountain of 'v 
Sion was not exalted on the top of the Moun- 1 
tains in the time of Teſus, as it was to be in | 
the time of the Meſſiah. All Nations did not 
flow unto him, as Rivers flow unto the Sea. q; 
They did not ſay one to another, Come and 1. 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord. The | 
ſwords were not changed into plough-ſhares, it; 
Inor the ſpears into pruning-hooks. The Wolf 
did not dwell with the Lamb. Jeſus did not = © 
ring the Tews from Captivity, nor aſſemble | 
them together in Jeruſalem : Nor did he build 1 
be Temple of the Lord. Judah was not ſaved | 
' Bby his means. The light of the Moon was not 
12 great as that of the Sun ; nor the light of 
| the Sin equal to that of ſeven Days. / 
18 H 3 All 
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All theſe Prophecies are referred unto the 
Meſſiah by your Rabbins. But they do it in 
conſequence of this abſurd Principle, That 
the Prophets, in imitation of Moſes, (as they 
pretend”) look'd as far forward as to the time 
which ſhou'd follow your ſecond Deſtructi- 
on by the Romans, Whereas it is certain 
that the Prophecies juſt mention'd, do not, 
according to their natural Senſe, reſpect the 
Meſſiah nor his time, but ſpeak of Zorobabel, 
and the time of your Liberty under Cyrus and 
his Succeſſors. | 

There is but one Objection you can raiſe 
againſt this Aſſertion; and that is, That 
Zorobabel, not having brought back the Ten 
Tribes, but only the two, thoſe Prophecies 
which promiſe the return of all the Tribes 
cannot be apply'd to Zorobabel, but muſt ne- 
ceſlarily ſpeak of the Meſſiah. But in anſwer 
to this, 

I. From your affirming that the twelve 
Tribes are not yet all returned, I might as 
naturally conclude, that none of the Tribes 
did ever return, and that therefore the Pro- 

hecies have not been tulfilled. For thoſe 
33 foretell, that the ten Tribes ſhall 
all return together under the ſame Head with 
the two others. | 
Now that Circumſtance makes this Pro- 
phecy abſolutely inapplicable to the Meſſiah. 


- 
» 


For if it be true, that only the two Tribes vi 


were Captives in the Roman Empire, it fol- 
lows, that the above cited Prophecy an 
: ; 4 5 , ith : ny L 2 | N : | . 7 
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by no means reſpect the Meſſiah, who ac- - 
cording to you, is to lead back all the 
twelve Tribes in the quality of their 
Head. 2 
II. After all your diſtinctions between the 
Geoula, which you refer to the Meſſiah, and 
the Pekida, by which Name you call the De- 
liverance of the two Tribes by Zorobabel, 
The Predictions of Moſes and of the other 
Prophets, will ſtill be equally falſe. For the 
Term Geonla is found apply'd to the Deli- 
verance by Zorobabel, in Nehem. 1. 6. and 
the Deliverance from Egypt, of which you 
ſpeak, is called Pekida, Exod. 4.31. But be- 
fides this, 'tis very remarkable, that accord- 
ing to you, Nehemiah muſt have ſpoken falſly 
of the Redemption of your Fathers out of 
| Chaldzea by Cyrus, for he applies to that ve- : 
ry Deliverance, the Promiſe which God, by 'f 
Moſes, had made of redeeming his People ; | 
| Nehem. 1. 9. And Daz. ch. 9. does the ſame, * 
acknowledging the Prophecies of Moſes to þ 
have been fulfilled in the Captivity of the 
ten, and of the two Tribes, and in begging 
> | of God the accompliſhment of the Promiſe he 
| | made by Moſes, and which he repeated by the 
Prophets, aad principally by Jeremiah; and 
we find he received in anſwer, that his Pray- 
- {ers were heard, and that he ſhou'd ſee the 
. | accompliſhment of that Promiſe in 70 Weeks, 
$8 viz. 490 Days; at the end of which, Cyrus, 
- | by his Edict, gave leave tb all thoſe who were 
1 in ria and Chaldea, to return and build 
their Temple. 4 III. The 
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III. The Prediction of a ſecond Captivity, 
having been made, as you aſſert, to all the 
People; it follows, either that the Prophe- 
cy is falſe, or that the ten Tribes were car- 
ried Captives by the Romans. This Conſe- 
quence is ſo plain, that ſome of your Doctors 
affirm, that the ten Tribes are never to re- 


turn. 


I ſhall add but one Remark more, con- 
cerning 1/ai. 53. When your Maſters ſpeak 
to you of the Targum. They tell of a great 
many Miracles which were wrought to con- 
firm its Authority, and make it unqueſtiona- 
ble. And yet your Rabbins make a jeſt of its 
Authority, and never pay any deference to 
it, but when they find it favours their Noti- 
ons. - 

The Targum applies Iſai. 52. from v. 13. 
and the whole 53. ch. to the Meſſiah. So 
does your Peſikta, and your ancient Books 
the Tanchuma and Siphre. R. Moſeh, and R. 
Nephtali are of the ſame Opinion, But read 
after this your other Commentators, and 
youll find, that R. Saadias apply'd the whole 
Prophecy to Jeremiah. Others ſuppoſe the 
| 8 to ſpeak in general of any good 

an. dt eds 
.-- Thus in the Talmud one refers it to Moſes, 
another to R. Akiba. Raſti, Aben Ezra,Kimchi, 
Lipman and Abarbanel, explain it concerning 
the People of the Jews. In a word, Abarbanel 
affirms, that it may alſo be underſtood of Jo- 
fab, who was ſlain by Pharaoh Necho. 

. Fig ae hereby 
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Hereby you ſee how you are impoſed up- 
on by your ſeveral Commentators, and how 
they follow every Man his own Imaginati- 
ons, without expreſſing much concern for 
the Truth. | 

If that Prophecy ſpeaks of the Meſſiah, as 4 
your ancient Authors agree it does, how can 1 
it be apply d to your whole Nation, as you 
have done for theſe five or ſix hundred 
years? Or if it treats of a whole People, 
how can it be explain'd of Jah? 

Don't you perceive how your Rabbins im- 
poſe upon you? Their Fore-fathers acknow- 
ledged the Truth, but the Modern Sett have | 
perverted the Senſe of the Prophecy, refer- | 
ring it to the People, and not to the Meſſiah, 
to whom it had been formerly apply'd. And 
with what deſign 2 Why, to increaſe the 
number of the Queſtions in Controverſie be- 1 
tween them and the Chriſtians. | 

This is what Raſhi honeſtly confeſſeth him- ft 
ſelf to have done upon Pſal. 2. Our Maſters, 1 
| ſays he, have generally interpreted that Pro- 
| phecy, concerning the Meſſiah and his Affairs + 
| but for his part, that he may have ſomewhat to | 
| | ſay againſt ihe Hereticks, truly he thinks fit to q1 
apply it to David. A very remarkable In- * 
ſtance this, of the ſincerity of your laſt Do- | | 
ctors! 

Be prevail'd with to conſider a little the F 
unfairneſs of ſuch a way of proceeding. This 
Prophecy of 1/ai. is one of thoſe upon which 11 
the Chriſtians found one part of their Syſtem: 
——Tr: Now ] 
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Now if it be conceived in ſuch Phraſes as 
can be apply'd to none but the Meſſiah, and 
if it can be proved to have received a literal 
accompliſhment in the Perſon of Jeſus, whom 
your Fathers rejected, the Chriſtians have 
then gain'd their Cauſe, and you are caſt, 
You are then convinced by this Prophecy, 
that your Fathers deſpiſed the Meſſiah, and 
were the Authors of his Death : And you 
are then convinced, that he was to die and 
riſe again, and to gain that innumera- 


ble Multitude of Diſciples, who at pre- i 


ſent are ſpread over a great part of the 
Earth. | 

I am very ſenſible how ſtrong thoſe Pre- 
judices are, wherewith your Maſters have 
prepoſſeſt you againſt Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
Religion. They are perpetually ringing in 
your Ears the abſurd Stories in their 7 oledoth 
Jeſu, whereby they endeavour to conceal 
from you the truth of Chriſt's Nativity. 

But theſe reports are ſo groſly fabulous, 
that the Chriſtians are not afraid to print 
them as faſt as they come to their Hands. 

The ſame Judgment may be paſſed on the 
Hiſtory of his Death by order of Queen He- 
lena, and of the great Sanbedrin, which con- 
victed him of Magick, or of having wrought 
his Miracles by the unutterable Name which 
he ſtole out of the moſt Holy Place. 

Thoſe of the Chriſtians who read theſe 
Books, find nothing in them but the Tokens 


of an unjuſt Hatred, and of a prodigious Cre- : 


dulity in your Nation. And 
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And indeed, what Judgment can be made 
of your Maſters, who accuſe Jeſus Chriſt of 
being a Magician, and at the ſame time con- 
feſs, that he raiſed the dead ( Toledoth Feſu ) 
for by that Confeſſion, they muſt acknow- 
ledge that God can give a Magician the Power 
of raiſing the Dead ; and then adieu all Re- 
ligion. 3 

Lou have been all brought up in the Be- 


lief of a ſilly Story, that Chriſt being caſt off 
by the Rabbin who taught him, went away 
in the fit of an jill humour, and laid two 
Bricks a-thwart each other in the form of 


a Croſs, which he made his Diſciples wor- 


{ſhip ; as indeed about the time when the 


| 


_ 


* 


Talmud was written, they ſaw the Chriſtians 
2 ſuch things, among the Eaſtern Chri- 
ns. 

Now after this, ſay you, can we believe 
Chriſt to be the Meſſiah that God was to ſend 
us? | 

If your Rabbins had found ſuch an Inſti- 
tution in the Goſpel, I confeſs you'd have 
had all the reaſon in the World to reject it. 
But what you mention is nothing but a pal- 
try Story, which your Maſters raiſed againſt 
the Chriſtians, becauſe of the blind Zeal and 
Fury with which they raged when they were 
become Idolaters. | | 

I am informed, that there never were any 
Images made nor worſhipped by the Chriſti- 
ans, for above 300 Years after Chriſt, - 


The 
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The Monks have indeed invented Stories, | m 
as for inſtance, that St. Luke was a great Pain- | thi 
ter, and I know not how many other ridicu- | 

lous Chimera's, which may have juſtly ſet Jof 

you againſt the Chriſtian Religion, as cor- [aN 
rupted by thoſe Knaves. M54 
| But ought any Man to reje& the Law of | ſta! 

| Moſes, which forbids Idolatry under the ſe- Re 
vereſt Penalties, only becauſe there was a | 
time when Iſrael and Judah ſerved the Calves | ſto 
which Jeroboam made, and when they pub- We 
lickly worſhip'd the Images of Baal. WR 

The Goſpel, far from propoſing ſuch Ob- |dir 
jects of Worſhip, plainly foretells this Cor- | Bre 
ruption which ſhould fieze the Chriſtians, [Cu 
juſt as you find in the Books of Moſes Pre- gr 
dictions of the Idolatry which ſhould reign | tis 
among the Poſterity of thoſe Men, to whom fal 

God had given his Law with ſo many Mira- 

cles. of 

But more than this, in the prophetical of 

Books of the New Teſtament you find Promi- [Go 

fes, that God will put an end to that un- 

reſtrain d Corruption, and cleanſe his Church 
from it, as you find he has actually done in Per 
that Country where his Providence has 
brought you. ga) 

You have been brought up in a juſt hor- Ithi 
ror of the Doctrines of the Roman Church, the 
whoſe Prieſts pretend to a Power of changing, the 
by three or four words ſpeaking, the Bread He 


and Wine, into the ſame Body and Blood of the 
Jeſes, which they believe to be now glorify d he 


In 
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in Heaven. But you find no ſuch thing as 

this in the Goſpel. „ 2 

We who read the Form of the Inſtitution 
of this Sign which Jeſus Chriſt appointed for 
a Memorial of his Death, are amaz'd at the 
Stupidity of the Papiſts, who don't under- 
ſtand the Books on which they found their 
Religion. | 

The Diſciples of Chriſt being Jews, under- 
ſtood well enough their Maſter's Phraſe, and 
were not ſo barbarous as to imagine he had 
changed the Bread into his Body. Accor- 
dingly you don't read chat they worlhip'd the 
Bread before they eat it, nor the Wine of the 
Cup before they drank it. This is the moſt 
groſs and abominable Idolatry into which 
_= poſſible for reaſonable Creatures to 
fall. 

The ſame Prieſts boaſt they have a Power 
of binding and looſing Sins in the Tribunal 
of Confeſſion; but I can aſſure you, the 
. [Goſpel ſays not one Word of any ſuch 
oOwer. 

Tis owing to their Ignorance of the true 
Senſe of the Goſpel, that they draw ſuch ex- 
ravagant Concluſions from it. Jeſus Chriſt 
gave his Diſciples Power to pronounce ſome 
things lawful which were forbidden under 
„ the Law, and to forbid ſome things which 
„ the Law had permitted, ſuch as PolygÞny. il}. 
4 Ne confirmed this Authority, by ſending them |} 
x [the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, and giving them [14 
d the Power of working all forts of Miracles, | 
n ; | even 
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Z geen of raifing the Dead. But what theſe 


Prieſts claim is contrary to the Deſign of Joi 
Chriſt, and to the Words of the Goſpel, e. 
which they miſapply in Confirmation of ot 
an Authority that Chriſt never granted them, en 


and which fruſtrates the End and Deſign off to 


his Religion. "BMX 

You are juſtly offended at the Religious| of 
Worſhip which is paid to Saints and Angels| th 
by the Papiſts, who conſecrate Churches to Tit 
them, and apply themſelves to them as to Me-] Ze 
diators between God and Men. But thoſe Per- hi 
ſons who do thus are Idolaters in the Senſeſ Qs 
of the Goſpel, and of all true Chriſtians { th 
For theſe latter believe that there is but one 
only Mediator between God and Man, Jeſus 
the High-Prieſt, who having made a Propi4 ! 
tiation for our Sins, aſcended into Heaven] co 
the true Sanctuary, and there interceeds for] ſia 
us to obtain the Bleſſings and Graces of which} W 
we ſtand in need. 

You cannot bear what the Church of Roz: 
tells you, that Abraham, and all the Faithfu 
who ſucceeded him until the time of Chriſt 
were kept as Priſoners in Hell till the E 
trance of Chriſt into Heaven. But in tht 
Goſpel you will find Chriſt affirms the direc 
contrary ; for he ſuppoſeth that before hi 
Appearance the Faithful were carry'd by An 
geSyinto the Boſom of Abraham their Fathe 
for that Name he gives to Heaven, intq do! 
which God receives the Souls of his Chilf oth 
dren. | | 

a | Yo 
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of Rome, which prays for your Converfioty 
every Eaſter, ſhould yet pretend to a Night 
of perſecuting you, in order to make you 
embrace her Opinions, contrary as they are 
to Reaſon, and to the Law which God gave 
you on Sinai. But if you read the Writin 
Jof the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, you will find 
therein Maxims directly oppoſite to this Spi- 
rit of Perſecution. Jeſus Chriſt rebuked the 
| Zeal of his Diſciples, when they called upon 
him to puniſh the Samaritans who had reje- 
| ted him with Contempt. And he teaches, 
J that the Tares muſt be ſpared until the 
| Harveſt, that is, until the Day of Judg- 
ed ment. | 
Poſſeſt as you are with your Prejudices 
concerning the peaceable Reign of the Meſ- 
fiah, you are very much diſturbed at the 
Wars by which the Chriſtians deſtroy one 
another. But this is for want of due Conſi- 
| deration, 

Could the ten Kingdoms which were to 
ariſe out of the Roman Empire, ever be for- 
med without Wars ? Could the three King- 
14 doms which were to fall, and thereby en- 
A creaſe the Greatneſs of the little Horn, ever 
fall without bloody Wars, and horrid De- 
vaſtations? Was it poſſible that the little 
Horn ſhould ever have raiſed it ſelf as it has 
done, without getting the ſtrength of the 
ill other ſeven, and without ſetting them at va- 
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Vou are juſtly offended that the Charely . 
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not to begin till after the Deſtruction of this 
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cute the Saints of the moſt High, without 
keeping up an armed Force as it has done for 
ſeveral Ages? And your ſelves confeſs, that 
the Reign of the Saints of the moſt High, is 


little Horn. 

Your Miſtake lies in theſe three Points, 

I. You take the Saints of the moſt High to 
be your own People, whereas they are the tt 
true Diſciples of the Meſſiah who has been Je 
rejected by you. 

3. You imagine that Rowe (hall be de- 
ſtroy'd by the Meſſiah, and by your People 
though you find no ſuch thing in the Pro- 
phecies, 

3. You believe, that the Prophecies, which 


filled, whereas they were accompliſht before 
the Meſſiah's Appearance; who, accord- 
ing to Micah, was to come after the eighth 
King of the Race of the ſeven Generals, 
and after the ſixty two Weeks ,of Da- 
niel. | 

You ſee, my Brethren, by what I have 
offered to your Conſideration, that I have 
examin'd this Controverſy with ſuch At- 
tention as is required in a matter of ſo 
great moment as this is, in which our 
eternal Happineſs is fo nearly con- 
cern d. 
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If it be true that the Meſſiah is come, 


and did anſwer thoſe Characters bß 


which he is deſcribd in the Revelation 
God has given us, by rejecting him 
you are guilty of the greateſt Crime you 

n commit againſt God who ſent him to 
you. :# 
If by the Misfortune of your Birth, you 
are engag'd in a Society which hates him, 
tho it be now actually under thoſe divine 
Judgments which he denounc'd againſt them, 
tis your Duty, at leaſt when you have at- 
tain'd ſuch an Age, in which you are capable 
of examining matters of Religion, to con- 
fider ſeriouſly ſuch important Queſti- 
ons as theſe are, and to endeavour to at- 
tain ſuch Satisfaction, that you may 
be aſſured you do not follow blind 
Guides. 

You are among thoſe Chriſtians who 
have reformed from the Errors, the falſe 
Worſhip, and the Idolatry of the Roman 
Church. Tis your Duty to improve this 
Advantage you have. . 

The Paſtors of this Church are ſuch, 
againſt whom you can have no Excep- 
tion, ſince they teach this Maxim, that 
no Man is ſaved by the Faith of his Pa- 
ſtor ; but that all are obliged to exa- 
mine the Doctrines that are propoſed 
to them, but to embrace none, ex- 
cept thoſe which ſhall appear unto them 
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agreeable to the Divine Reve- 

R e 

There is no Inquiſirion here, to uſe 

violence with your - Conſcience, ' and to 


oblige you to diſſemble your real Sentig | 


ments, 


beg of | you therefore, that you would 
make uſe of thoſe means, which the good 


Providence of God favours you with, and |. 
as lay before you the defence of tlie Pro- 
feſſion I have made of the Chriſtian Re- | 
ligion in the Reformed Church of England, 


fo I conjure you to examine it with care and 
attention. | 

It is the effect of that great affection I 
have for you in particular, and for all 
thoſe of mine own Nation z for I deſire 
nothing with greater earneſtneſs, than by 
my own Example and Exhortations, to 
be inſtrumental in leading you into the 
way. of Salvation, wherein the infinite 
Mercy and Goodneſs of God has happt- 
ly placed me, and wherein I am ful- 
ly reſolved to perſevere unto my Lives 
end. 24 00 62 

I pray to the Almighty with all my 
Might, that he would be pleaſed to en- 
lighten your Minds, and deliver you from 
thoſe Prejudices you labour under, that fo 
the great and fundamental Truths here 
laid before you, may make a deep and 
lively Impreſſion upon your Hearts, _ 


Aan adddels to the JEWS. 15 
be an effectual means to bring about your 
Converſion to the Chriſtian Religion, 
and not rather ſerve to encreaſe your Con- 


demnation. 
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i jon of the Church -Cätebifiſin, after 
ne Method. In Two Parts. "The Firſt 
being an Explanation, by way of Qyeſtion and 
F  - Anfiver; the Second a Scriptural Confiamat ion of 
1 each particular Doctrine contained therein: The 
ene divided into Eighteen Sections; the other into 
Fifty four Chapters. To which is annexed, An 
Appendix of Prayers both for Families and parti- 
cular B fe Zo wy uſe of the Pariſh of Ciren- 
ceſler. oſeph Harriſon, A. M. Miniſter of that 
Pariſh * FI 2 4 
A Method of Devotion: - Or, Rules for Holy 
and Devout Living ; with Prayers on ſeveral Oc- 
caſions, and Advices and Devotions for the Holy 
Sacrament. Written by Mrs. Burnet, late Wife 
to the Reverend Father in God Gilbert Lord Biſhop 
of Sarum. The S-cond Edition. To which is add- 
ed, Some Account of her Life, by T. Goodwin, | 
Arch-deacon of Oxford; in 88. | 
A new Voyage to thegNorth : Containing, a | 
fall Account of Norway, the Laplands, both Da- 
Tiſh, Sweediſh and Muſcovite; of Boradia, Siberia, 
Sumojedia, Zembla, and Ireland; with a Deſcription 
of the Religion and Cuſtoms of theſe ſeveral Na- | 
tions. To which is added, A Particular Relation 
of the Court of the Czar ; of the Religion and 
Cuſtoms af the Muſcovites; and a ſhort Hiſtory 
of Muſcouy, as it was taken by a French. Gentle- 
man who reſided there many Years. Written by 
Monſieur . . . . . employed by the Company of 
Merchants trading to the North from Copenhagen. 
Now done into Engliſh in 89. 
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